
METRICAL ANALYSIS OF TIIE POEMS

Tables I-XII (see Appendix) show the use of different types of verses in the poems of
the six poets. I have included only those poems which have fou¡ or more verses, and in
the case of the larger collection of Abü Muþammad, only those poems which have
eight or more verses. As in MSRP Í and2,I have taken only the longest variant into
consideration when there have been several variants of the same poem (e.9., al-

Qulãkh no.6a and7a are analyzed,6b and'/b are not). Note that in the case of
Dukayn, only those poems which are attributed to Dukayn ibn Ra!ã' (or to Dukayn
only, which probably indicates Dukayn ibn Raiã') are analysed, thus leaving nos. l8
and 25 aside.

The following tables show the ratio of acatalectic and catalectic verses counted in
the whole corpus (i.e. including fragments of less than four verses):

acatalectic

catalectic

acatalectic

catalectic

acatalectic

catalecúc

lg¡ig¿¡¡t6z
fragments verses

124
116

al-Qulãkh

fragments verses

5168 36

636

Abä Mubammad

fragments verses

23 218

33 184

Dukayn

fragments
16

9

Himyãntor
fragments

t2
6

Manzúr
fragments

9

17

verses

51

r92

verses

110

75

verses

tt2
29

In the following, the acatalectic verses and the catalectic verses are analysed
separately. The above table, compared with the respective tables in MSRP I, p- 90,
and MSRP II, p. 85, shows that Manzür seems to have had a relatively strong
preference for the catalecúc variant ofra$azeven ifwe take into account the fact that
the only two (almost) complete poems of Manzúr are both written in catalectic verse

and together comprise 110 verses. Even excluding these poems, Manzär uses

catalectic ra$az almost trvice as often as acatalectic.

I ó7 1" small number of Khitãm's poems naturally makes the statistics of linle use, but I have still
included him for the sake ofconsistency.

I ó8 ¡ 6¿vs taken no. 2 as acatalectic, but it could as well be read as catalectic.
1ó9 1¡" small number of Himyãn's catalectic verses makes the statistics a very unreliable basis for any

conclusions.
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Acatalectic verses

The frequency of the individual foot panerns as the lst, 2nd a¡d 3rd feet in the poems

of Khitâm are:
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The frequency of the individual foot pattems as tf¡e lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

ofDukayn are:
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The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of al-Qulâkh are:
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The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of Abü Muhammad are:
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The frequency of ttre individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of Manfü¡ are;
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The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of Himyãn are:
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In the level of syllables, we obtain the following statistics for the six poets (taking into
account only the syllables which can be chosen freely, i.e. the first tr¡¡o in the foot):
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A comparison of the above tables and the tables in MSRP I, p- 91, and MSRP tr,
p. 85-87, oonoborates the preliminary results given in MSRP II, p. 87.

170 1¡t" ur-commonly high percentagc of this type of foot is due to the long poem no. 6 where the
rþme ( -riKiSr:) suongly favours tt¡is final foot.
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Catalectic Yerses

The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of Ktrilam ¿¡s;
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The ftequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of Dukayn are:

pattern

lst Vo

:
32,

56.25

2r.d

I
I
5

9

:
16

Znd lo
2 3.0

8 r,1.9

33 49.3

24 35.8

2;
l1
34

;
l3

:
3434

?o

6.25

6.25

31.25

Vo

3.1

?Å.1

34.4

34.4

Vo

4.5

20.9

35.1

39.6

total

1

9

t1
11

3rd 7o total

I
6

:
:

16

lst
4

20

l4
29

Vo

6.0

29.9

20.9

43.3

6
28

47

t:

134

total

I
19

23

6E

37.3

62.7

rotal

The frequency of the individual foot patterr¡s as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of al-Qulãkh are:
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The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems

of Abä Muþammad are:
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The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet in the poems
of Mâ4?ür a¡e:
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of Himyãn are
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In the level of syllables, we obtain the following statistics for the six poets (taking into
account only the syllables which can be chosen freely, i.e. the first ¡n¡o in the foot):
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