
v.5:
udn- (ilayhi):Agh. D(:El; al-Õãhiz, Hayawãn IV:258-259.

v.7:
[ãli(an: Agh. D(:81.

No.9l

SOURCES:

Ibn Qutayba, Gharib al-þadîth fI:249 (v. 1-2).
//Ibn al-Anbãn-, Addãd, p.279 (v.l-2).

NOTES

These verses a¡e attributed to Umm al-Khiyãr and they are included here as they
provide the wife's answer to the comic debate of Abä'n-Na$m and his wife. Naturally
it is well known that in the comic tradition the possibility of a forgery (i.e. later free
invention) is higher than, e.g. in madþ, tardlyãt or other more serene genres.

VARIA

There are a few allusions in the philological literature to verses of Abüh-Nafm which
have themselves, as it seems, been lost, viz.

Mubkam VI:14a: ka-tasmiyati Abi'n-Nafm fr ba'di shi<rihi l-trirbã'a bi'sh-shaqiyi
wa-laysa sh-shaqiyu bi-smi l-birbã'i wa-innamâ sammãhu bihi li-mukãbadatihi sh-

shamsa wa-stiqbãlihi lahã.

T<A XII:216: wa-fì t-Tahdhr-b fì l-khumãsi: ash-shafantar: al-qalîlu sha(ari r-ra's.
qãla: wa-huwa fi shi'ri Abi'n-Na$m. = L VII:148, but note that the passage is not
found in TL, where it should come in XI:453.

Verses excluded from the DIwãn of Abti'n-Naþ

Preliminary note: Verses having the same metre and rhyme as some poem of Abú'n-
Na[m are usually discussed in the Notes to the poem.

l*
The following two verses a¡e sometimes attributed to Abä'n-Na!m:

wa-ntasafa l-fãliba min andãbihî
ighbãlunã l-maysa <alã aSlãbihr-

SOURCES:

$, p. 1431 (v. 1-2)
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//Diwãn al-adab ltr:308 (v. l-2); Diwãn al-adab tr:413 (v. l); n- vIII:61 (v. 1-2; attr.

to al-Arqat); 'Ubãb/T, p. 140b (v.l-2; attr. to al-Arqat); Bãri', p. 341 (v' l-2; attr' to

al-Arqaç); MDlj124 (v. 2); MuhkanY:270a(v.l-2; attr. to al-Arqaç); L X:13 (v' 1-2)*;

L XIV:126 (v. l-2)*; T'A XIX:505b (v. 1-2)*; T'A XXIV:401a (v. l-2)*; Ibn as-

Sikkr-t,Içlãh al-mantiq, p. 96 (v' l-2; attr. to al-Arqat).

NOTES:

The attribution to Abä'n-Na[m is spurious. Both Ibn Manzür (L X:13) and az-Zatädi

(T.A XD(:505b) attribute the verses to l.Iumayd al-Arqaç, but on the authority of Ibn

Barrî add the variant attribution to Abi¡'n-NaFn-

.)*

The following three verses are atUibuted in al-'Askan-, K. aç-$inã'atayn, p. 81, to

Abü'n-Na!m:

!ã'a ka-lam'i l-barqi lãsha mãfiruh

yasbahu ülãhu wa-YalfÚ ãkhiruh

fa-mã yamassu l-arda minhu hãftruh

The verses are also found anonymously in al-'AskarÏ, Dtwãn al-Ma<ãni tr:108 (var.

ka-mithli l-barqi) and lbn abi 'Awn, TashbÎhât, p. 38. In Ibn 'Abdrabbih, al-'Iqd al-

fan-d trI:463 the verses (with variant in v. l: marra ka-lam'i l-barqi sãmin nã7iruh) are

introduced by: >wa-qãla a'rãbiyun fi farasi l-A<war as-Sularu->. The verses closely

resemble 63:59, and it seems - especially since the attribution rests with only one

source - that they have erroneously been attributed to Abú'n-Na[m, probably on the

basis of this similarity.

3:i

According to Ritter, the following verse of Gabbãr ibn Gaz'ibn Dirãr given anony-

mously in al-ÕurfanÍ's Asrãr/Ritter, p. 178 (see note p.178-179), is attributed by some

(not specified by Ritter) to Abú'n-NaPm:

wa'sh-shamsu ka'l-mi/ãti fi kaffi l-ashal

The verse is also found anonymously in Ibn Rashlq, Qurã{a, p. 16 and Ibn Qutayba'

Anwã', p. 137.

4tô

'Alâ'addrn Aghã gives as no. 45 of the Diwãn the following hemistich:

nafã 'anhã l-ma5lfa wa-çãra ça<lã

The source of the artribution to Abùh-Na$m is not indicated by 'Alã'addÍn Aghã, who

gives only TLII:34 in his sources, although there, as in L VItr:350, the verse is given
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anonymously. Moreover, note 382 of 'Alã'addîn Aghã (da(at aghlabu ashtari hãdhihi
l-urfüza) shows that he has misanalyzed this hemistich of a wãfu verse.

5*

The following verses are found in Abû Zayd, Nawãdir, p. 4ó0 (v. l-a) without at-
tribution:

yã çãþbayya (awwi$ã qalllã
<annã nuþayyt ¡-çalala l-mubllã
fa-qad narã lumlan bihã <utbúlã

bay{ã'a tamÍrat þasaban wa-tülã
In Lisãn trI:406 the fi¡st two verses (with variants (arriÉã and nuþayyi) are artributed
to Abü'n-Natm on the authority of Abú Zayd (wa-anshada Abú Zayd li-Abîh-Natm).
In Nawädir we actually have two verses attributed to Abtih-NaÉm immediately before
the four verses quoted above, and it seems probable that this caused Ibn Manzur to
attribute these verses, too, erroneously - as it seems - to him.

The attribution is not given anywhere else, and the topos is not found elsewhere in
the fragments of Abün-Na$m.

VARIANTS:

v. l:
(arri!ã: L Itr:4O6.

6*

In his edition of the Diwãn (no. 62), (Alã'addin Aghã gives the following tlvo verses

attributed to Abti'n-Naþ (or to al-Aghlab):

inna Tamr-man [ma<sharun]98 dhawu karam99

qad qãtalä law yanfukhäna fi faham
The attribution to Abün-Na$m comes from az-Zamakhshan-, Mustaq$A tr:193. The
verses, though, come from an ur!äza by al-Aghlab, fragments of which are found, e.g.
in L VI:l13. The full documentation of the verses, will be given in my forthcoming
edition of the dIwãn of al-Aghlab in a later volume of MSRP.

no.7*

The¡e are four verses rhyming in -aKan which in some sources are attributed to
Abtih-Natm. The verses are:

a) l. in atãhã dhü filAqin wa-þashan

98 ï'he word is missing from the edition of <Alããddin Aghã.
99 Vocalized as karanu- (and fatrarnr- in the ncxt versc) in the edition of <Alã'addin Aghã-
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b) 2. tashrabu mã fÌ watbihã qabla l-(ayan

3. tu<ãridu l-kalba idhâ l-kalbu rashan

c) 4. mufla<ibban bayna rãwäqin wa-dann

The verses are found, e.g., in the following sot¡rces:

L III:193 (v. 1); Tahdhib lçlãh al-manfiq I:284 (v. 2-3)*i T(A ILl82 (v.
4).
ln'ñ 9:178 (v. l+3); TL IV:184 (v. 1); L ltr:193 (v. 1+3); TL Itr:208 (v. 2); $, p.2l2l
(v.2-3);$,p.2172 (v. 2); Kh VIL365 (v.2); D¡wan al-adab tr:136 (v. 2-3):Mffi:249
(v.2); Muhk¿6II:182b (v.2);L D(:508 (v. 2-3)*; T'42 9:288 (v. 2-3)*; Ibn as-Sikkr-t,

Içlãh al-mantiq, p. 56 (v. 2); al-Bakn-, Simç, p. 568 (v. l+3); Kh VII:365 (v. 2); L ft330
(v. 4); Tk I:91 (v. a); <Ayn tr:324 (v. 4).

V. l-3 belong to an ur!äza by õandal, for v. 4 I at present have only anonymous

attestations. It has been included by (Alã'addIn Aghã in his edition (ß:$ although he

does not seem to have found it anywhere attributed to Abti'n-Na$m (see his Sources).

8*

There are six verses rhyming in -ãhã usually attributed also to az-Zafay-an (LXI:377;
T'Az 9:4Q7), sometimes to Ruba (given as another possibility in Abi¡ <IJbayd ltr:117)
and even to al-(Ap$ã! (see Tk YI:352-353 - aç-$aghãnl hinself prefers the correct
attribution to az-Zafayãn; T<42 l0:2L2). Abä <Ubayd, GharIb al-badlth III:117
attributes four verses of this fragment to Abü n-Na$m, though he also mentions Ru'ba

as a possible attribution.

The verses belong in fact to a longer poem in the Dr-wãn of az-Zafayãn (no. 1),

where they correspond to verses l-2+26-30 (with many variants).

9*

There are th¡ee verses in Tahdhb Içlãb al-mantiq tr:2? rhyming in -ihã which
according to the Index are attributed to Abä'n-Na[m. The verses are also found in Ibn
õinni, KhaçãIç III:79,Ibn õinni, Sirr aç-ginã( a, p. 34 and T'42 1O:74, in all places

anononymously. Funher references in Tahdhb Içlãb al-mangiq II:27 and Ibn Õinni,
Sirr aç-çinã'a, p.34.

Metrical analysis of the Drwãnroo

Most of the extant fragments of Abäh-Na[ms poems are written in the ralaz metre.
The following fragments are in other, qarl{ metres:

no. I kemil 38.5 verses

no.6 baslt 4 verses

1@ Note that due to textual variants and different possible voc¿lizations, there is naturally some
fluctuation in scanning the verses, but ils effect on an overall study is minimal.
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no. 11 fa\pil 3 verses

no. 15 tawil I verse

no. 19 fawil 2 verses

no. 29 tawll 2 verses

no. 53 ramal I verse

no.62 lawll I verse

no.66 sarîtlol I verse

no. 8l wãfir I verse

no. E4 mutaqerib I verse

no.69 kãmil 2 verses

no. 90 kãmil l l verses

Together, there are 13 fragments in other metres, totalling 68.5 verses. It may not be a

coincidence that the only two major fragments (no. I and 90) are written in kamil
which is metrically very similar to ralaz; when the fint syllable of the foot 1 

: - - -) is

long, the foot can also be scanned as n{az.
There are 77 ra[az poems and they contain 1268 raþaz verses (excluding 75b,

85b and 85c). All are written in trimetre, and the acatalectic (444 syllables in one

verse) and catalectic (443 syllables) varieties are found in the following way:

444 4l fragments 894 verses

44-3 36 fragmentslo2 374 verses

In the following, I shall analyze the metre of all the frag¡nents with ten or more

verses, dealing first separately with acatalectic and catalectic verses. As a basis of
the analysis I shall use the patterns of the whole verses, not the individual feet103. This

analysis provides a metrical profile of the work of Abü'n-Napm, and it will be

comparable to the analyses in the subsequent volumes of MSRP.

Acatalectic verses

In theory, there a¡e 64 possible patterns for an acatalectic trimetre ra[az. In the corpus

consisting of all the fragments which have ten or more verses (23 fragments, 821

verses), only 38 different patterns are used (see Appendix). Among the missing

pattems are:

a) allpatternswhere isusedtwice, exceptfor - - " -l--- -l
which is found rwice.

b) all patterns with - - ' - as the second foot except for two cases.

All other patterns with are very rare.

The eleven most often used patterns total 84.77o of the whole material. The

pattems are:

lol sec my Notes to no. 66.
102 ¡e. 76 is given in the printed texr wiù the final foot as - -, but in the metrical analysis I have

analyzcd it as catalectic and vocalized it with a ñnal i.
103 Geyer, in his Altarabische Düamben, p. GlO, analyzed only the feet, with little regard to the much

more complex and important patterns of the whole verses.
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--- -l--- -l--- - 113

--- -t--'-t'-- - 89
- -- -l--'-l--- - 7s
--"-l--'-l---- 67

--' -l -- - -l --- - 66

--'-t--'-l--- - 54

----t--'-t---- 54

-- - -t --- -l' -- - 47

--'-l-- - -l--'- 4
- -'-t-- - -r--- - 43
--'-!----!'--- 4?

total 695 84,7Eo

The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet are:

pattern

total

2nd

2.39o 3

31.8 37

22.3 289

43.6 492

821

3rd

Q.4Eo 15

4.5 34
35.2 42

59.9 4r9
82t

total

r.8% 37

41.9 &2
5.1 514

51.0 1269

2462

lst
19

26t
r83
358

82r

1.57o

26.t
20.8

51.5

cases

2

l6
8E

155

261

The most conspicuous feature of thE table is the complementary distibition of
and- - - - as the second and third feet.

lVhen we examine the frequency of each foot pattern in each position in
comparison with the surrounding feet, we get the following results:

lVhen the first foot is - - - -, the second is

cases lo probability %ls
- o.4

5.3 4.5

36.8 35.2

s7.9 59.9

total

lVhen the fust foot is - - ' -, the second is

7o probability %

0.E 0.4

6.1 4.5

33.7 35.2

59.4 59.9

total

lß Counæd on tl¡e basis of the oocurrcncc in thc second (rcsp. first or third) foot without rcfcrcncc to thc

I
7

ll
19

otherfeet
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lVhen the fi¡st foot is - - - -, the second is

cases % probability %
0.4

4 2.2 4.5

68 37.2 35.2

111 60.6 59.9

total 183

When the first foot is - - - -, the second is

cases

I
l6

126

215

358

%

0.3

4.5

35.2

60.1

probability %
0.4

4.5

35.2

59.9

2.7

total

When the second foot is - ' ' -, only two context are attested, viz.
- -- -l- - - -l-- --(twice) and

-t -r-- -(once.

'lVhen the second foot is - - - -, the following combinations are possible:

lst foot 3rd foot cases %

1

I
9

6

;

2

I
I

7

2.7

u.3

t6.2

5.4

5.4

2.7

2r.6

18.9

37

Disregarding the 3rd fooÇ we have the following frequencies for the fi¡st foot:

cases Eo probability

r 2.7 2.3
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31.8

22.3

43.6

probability
2.3

31.8

22.3

43.6

l6
4

r6

43.2

10.8

43.2

Disregarding the 1st foot, we have the following frequencies for the thi¡d foot:

cases % ProbabilitY
2 5.4 1.8

20 54.1 4r.9

5.1

15 40.6 51.0

lVhen the second foot is - - - -, thê following combinations are possible:

lstfoot 3rdfoot cases %

0.3

2.1

0.3

14.5

0.7

14.9

0.7

5.9

1.7

15.2

0.3

18.7

t.7
22.8

1

6

1

42

2

43

2

t7
5

M
I

54

5

66

289

Disregarding the 3rd foot, we have the following frequencies for the first foot:

cases To

2.4

30.4

23.5

43.6

7

88

68

t26

Disregarding the I st foot, we have the following frequencies for the third foot:
cases % probability

4 t.4 1.8

113 39.1 41.9
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l3
159 45.0

13.3

26.7
60.0

5.1

51.0

4.5

ïVhen the second foot is - -' -, the following combinations are possible:

1st foot 3rd foot cases qo

2 0.4

7 1.4

o.4

0.6

t3.6
2.O

15.2

0.4

9.6

1.6

11.0

0.4

18.1
.,,

23.O

;
3

67

10

75

2

47

I
54

2

89

l1
lt3
492

Disregarding the 3rd foot, we have the following frequencies for the first foot:

cases % probability

l1 2.2 2.3

155 31.5 31.8

lll 22.6 223
215 43.7 43.6

Disregarding the lst foot, we have the following frequencies for the third foot:
cases Eo probability

9 t.8 1.8

?to 42.7 41.9

29 5.9 5.1

24 49.6 51.0

lVhen the third foot is ' ' - -, the second is:

cases tlo probability 7o

0.4
4.5

35.2

59.9

2
4
9

total 15
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When the third foot is ' - ' -, the second is:

cases % probability %
0.4

20 5.8 4.5

113 329 35.2

zto 61.2 59.9

total 343

\I/hen the third foot is - ' - -, the second is:

cases Eo probability %
o'4
4.5

13 31.0 35.2

29 69.0 59.9

total 42

When the third foot is -- ' -, the second is:

cases 7o probability %
3 0.7 0.4

15 3.6 4.5

159 37.8 35.2

244 58.0 59.9

total 421

In the level of syllables, ï¡e get the following statistics (taking into account only the
syllables which can be chosen freely, i.e. the fust nn¡o in the foot):

t230
3694

492/,

25.OEo

75.O9o

totål

Catalectic verses

The corpus of catalectic verses taken here for an analysis comprises 13 fragms¡ts sf
ten or mor€ verses, totalling 297 verses in all. In theory, there are 32 possible pattems
for a trimetric catalectic verse, 27 of which are actually attested in the corpuslos (see
Appendix).

The eight most frequent verse pattems comprise 73.7% of the corpus, viz.

--'-t--'-t--- 40 t3.5%

--'-l--'-l--- 40 13.5

l05O,rtrid"thccorpusoflargcrfragmcnts,onefindsthreccascsof '---l- -'-l--- (no.28
v.5; no.5l v.4; no.72 v. l).
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-- - -t--- -t- -- 29 9.8

--'-t-- - -t--- 24 8.1
'-'-t-- - -t- -- 24 8.1
- -'-l--'-t--- 23 7.7
- -'-l--'-l- -- 2t 7.t

--'-l----l'-- r8 6.1

2r9 73.7
The frequency of the individual foot patterns as the lst, 2nd and 3rd feet are:

pattem 1st

l1
9r
62

133

3.7qo

30.6

20.9

4.8

2.41o

7.t
35.0

s5.6

3rd

l;
t37

53.9

46.r

total

18

t12
166

298

160

137

Znd

7

2t
104

165

LSoloto6

26.r
28.0

51.5

tota¡ 297 297 2n 891

The table shows that as in the case of acatalectic verses, is very rare as the

second foot, and that the frequencies of - - - - and compensate for this
reduced frequency.

When we consider the frequency of each foot pattem in each position in comparison

with the sunounding feet, we get the following results:
'When the first foot is ' - - -, the second is

cases lo probability 7o

1 9.r 2.4

7.t
7 63.6 35.0

3 27.3 55.6

ûotal 1l

lVhen the fust foot is ' - - -, the second is
probability %

2.4

7.r
35.0

55.6

total

'lVhen the first foot is - - - -, the second is
cases 7o probability 7o

1 1.6 2.4

5 LL 7.1

16 Thesc pcrccntagcc havc becn oounted on thc basis ofthc first ¿¡rd second feet.
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2

E

37

44

9l

%

2.2

E.8

û.7
48.4



total

29.O

61.3

35.0

55.6

IE
38

62

cases

3

E

42

80

r33

ìVhen the first foot is - - - -, the second is
probability %

2.4

7.t
35.0

55.6

total

When the second foot is - - - -, the following combinations are possible:

lst foot 3rd foot cases 7o (notcounteddue to the small size ofthe corpus)
I

Eo

2.3

6.0

31.6

60.2

2

I

I
2

total 7

Disregarding the 3rd foot, we have the following frequencies for the first foot:
cases qrß1 probability

3.7

30.6

20.9

44.8

I
2

1

3

Disregarding the lst foot, we have the following frequencies for the third foot:
cases Eo probability

3 429 53.9

4 57.r 46.t

When the second foot is - - ' -, the following combinations are possible
lst foot 3rd foot cases lo

19.0

19.0

9.5

l0? PerccnrâgËs not calculated due to lhe small size of the oorpus.

97

4

4

2



14.3

19.0

r9.0
total 2L

Disregarding the 3rd foot, we have the following frequencies for the first foot:

3

4
4

cases

cases

7o

38.1

23.8

38.1

I
5

I

probability
3.7

30.6

20.9

4.8

pobability
3.7

30.6

20.9

4.8

Disregarding the lst foot, we have the following frequencies for the ttrird foot:

cases % ProbabilitY
10 47.6 53.9

1l 52.4 46.1

ÌVhen the second foot is - ' - -, the following combinations are possible:

lstfoot 3rdfoot cases %

4 3.E

3 2.9
- 24 23.1"-- ï '?:"

9 8.7

18 17.3

rorar # 
23't

Disregarding the 3rd foot, we have the following frequencies for the first foot:

7

37

18

42

Eo

6.7

35.ó

r7.3

40.4

Disregarding the 1st foot, we have the following frequencies for the third foot:

cases % ProbabilitY
55 529 53.9

49 47.1 M.L
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lst foot 3rd foot
When the second foot is - - - -, the following combinations are possible:

%

1.2

1.0

t2.7
13.9

r7.6

5.5

24.2

24.2

total 165

Disregarding the 3rd foot, we have the following frequencies for the first foot:

cases

2

I
2l
23

29

9

40

_40

cases ?o

l.E
26.7

23.O

48.5

3

4
38

80

probability
3.7

30.6
20.9

4.8

Disregarding the lst foot, we have the following frequencies for the third foot:

cases 9o probabilitY

92 55.8 53.9

73 4.2 46.1

These tables reveal, among other things, that there is a clear tendency to have longer

syllables in the third foot ifthere a¡e shof ones in the second foot.

Preliminary conclucions

The metrical analysis proves thaÇ at least in the poems of Abúh-Naþ, the feetof the

verses are independent of each other, i.e. the surrounding context does not predestine

the metrical pattem of the individual foot. It also shows that the patterns are to some

extent differently favoured in different positions.

A more profound study of the metre will only be possible when there is com-

parable material ftrom otherpoets and other eras.
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Lexical index to the DIwãn

The following index lists all the words (with the exception of the article, suffixes and
conjunctions wa- and fa-) used in the rataz verses of the Diwãn together with
reference to a// attestations, except for some very frequently used prepositions (viz.
bi-, <alã,'an, fi and min), for which I have only given the numberof references in
each poem to keep the Index a reasonable r¡"s108. The variants have been eclecti-
cally noted (in brackets) when it has been felt relevant. The poems in other metres

have not been included in the index nor the verses by Umm al-Khiyãr (no. 9l). The
poe¡ns no.27 and72 have been excluded from the Index; for the reasons why, see

Notes to no.27 and72.
The purpose of the index is manifold; used in connection with the indices of the

subsequent volumes of MSRP, it is planned to serve to identify anonymous verses, to
facilitate lexicographical studies on the language of raþaz poetry, as well as to be

used as a key to the themes of the poems.

The index includes poems of >artistic raþaz>> and poems belonging to the comic
tradition (especially Abä'n-Na[m's wa$ãya to his tb¡ee daughters). This may cause

some problems as the lexicon of these two genres differ considerably. However, I
have neither wanted to exclude any ra$az poems from the index, nor to tackle the
question of ascribing each poem to either one of these two genres, th€ answer to
which is often more or less subjective, as the border line between the genres can

hardly be called clear.
All attestations of all words, with the few exceptions listed above, are included to

serve as a basis for quantitative studies, which are, I believe, instrumental in
attributing anonymous verses to authors, periods, or >schools>; predilections in the use

of some basic words (e.g. basic verbs, prepositions) offer a useful lexical profile of the

individual authors.

I have not divided the lemmata according to the meaning of the word, except in a
few cases, where the meanings have very little in common (e.g. trayy 'tribe' and

'alive'). The alphabetical order is more or less the one used by rü/ehr in his dictionary
with the notable exception that I list reduplicated biradical roots directly after the med.
gem. roots (i.e. musalsal comes before salfam). The order endeavours to be primarily
pragmatic, even when other solutions would be theoretically more valid.

Finite verbs have been given only as roots (e.g. QTL I), other words are given in
the fomr in which they are found in the text (without case vowels; dual and sound

masculine plural have been given in the nominative irrespective of the case in the

text).

An asterisk (*) before the lemma means that its parts are also independently listed
(i.e. *idhã mã means that the references are also given under idhã and mã).

108 a66 attestations of ka- have been listed in full because of their importance for the study of the
metaphors in the poems.
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