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F0REI¡0RD

The stucy of the ve<1 a, and ¿he sãr¡aveda in parLicular, has

enLered a wholly new phâse r-¡ith the iinporlânt and thorough work

of Dn hayne Hor¡ard. From time Lo time, Vedic chants and reciLa-
tions have been tape-recoroed by scholars, broadcaSting coûpa-
nieS, and others, SOme ol ¿his msterial has even been reCo!"ded

on gramophcne records. BuL Iittle progress was made in iLs scj-en-

tific study until Dr Howard entered the field. He is the first
well-brained l¡usicologi.s! to have 3bosen the Sãmaveda as his area

of specialization.
irayne Howard siarteci his research career in 197O-7 1 wilh

systemaLic fiel.dwork in vanious parbs of India, eollecting a

sizeable tape archive of oral traditions representing different
Vedic scLools anC different styles of singing and reciting' AfteP

rneticulously t,ranscribing large porLions of this material into
musical noLation, Howard produced hiS epoch-making docLoral
ihesis, Sãnavedic Chant (xxv + 572 9Þ.¡ New Haven and Loncion:

Yale UniversiLy Press, 1977 ). ff¡is fundamental study has si'nce

been supplemented by a nurnber of important artieles, especially
on Lhe unexpressed chant of Lhe Jaiminlya Sãmaveda, andr quite
recently, by a monograph on the veda Recitation in vãrã0asI (xl,
401 pp.r Delhi: !lotila1 Banarsidass' 1986).

In Lhe present book, Dr Howarci nas meLhodically âttacked one

of tl¡e biggest challenges of Sã¡ravedlc researchr the probleû
posed by the musical notation of the Jaimin-rya Sãnaveda. Not onl-y

is he Lhe best-quali.fi.ed scholar to solve this problem, but also
Lhe new materlal at his disposal has rnade iÈ possible for Dr

Howard to approech the problem wiLh an atLiLude of confidence
that offers â striking contrast to Lhe despai.r of earlier genera-

tions, This is a ratner technical study which requires the reader

Lo be acquai.nled wif-h Howarora own introciuction to Llre field, his
above-menLioned Sãmavedic ChanL.

For the undersigned, it is nrost gralifying to see Dr Howardfs

book published in Helsinki, where r¡e have a long traditi.on 1n the
study of Lhe sãnaveda whleh goes back to the very beginning of
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this century. ln 1904, Dr J.lJ. Reuter, then Reader and later
Prof'essor of Sanskrit at lhe Unj.versity of Helsinki, publlshed
the flrst volume of his discontinued criti-cal ediLion of Lne

Drãhyãyaçra-Srautasätra, a riLual handbook belonging to the Rãçã-
yaniya school. of Sãmaveda. For more than t!¡o decades, I have
continued the Iine of study iniliated by my distinguisbed prede-
cesaor (or rather by hi.s teacher, Professor 0tto Donner, who as

early as 1ti?0 published a study of the Vedic ancestor worship).
Since 1971 I have also carried out field research on the tradi-
tions of the Jaiminiya Sãmaveda in South India. !Jithin Lhe
framework of an ongoing research project finaneec by Lhe Acadenny

of Finland, j.t has been possible to build up a sizable archive of
video and audio tapes as well as photographs of JaiminÏya ritual.s
and Jaiminiya manuscri-pts. (For a more detailed account ol this
rrField Research on Sã¡na-Vedic Traditions in Soufh Inciiar', see
University CircJ.e, The Newsletter of the University of Helsinki,
Vo1. IV , No. 2, May I 6, t 955, pp. 6- 1 C. )

Ever since 197 1, when !ie met in Madras, ib has been ¡ny

pleasure to keep in con¿act with Dr tlayne Ho¡¡ard. It is nty

sincere hope that in the not-too-distant future we shall be able
lo collaborate on the critical edition of Lhe entire song corpus
of the Jaiminiya Sã¡naveda. Tlris decipherment is a most important
step towards tire realisaf 1on of that goal, and I arn glad that
both Dr lio¡uard and Lhe Finnish Oriental Society have agreed lo my

proposal thaL the work be publ.ished in Studia 0rientalia, the
serj.es in which the publicaLion of the prospective edition of the
Jaiminiya Gãnas is planned.

Helsinkl, Novernber 26, 1986

Asko ParpoJ.a
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