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Summary

L(ial.
In LGal., ¿rs rvell as in all tlro syro-Palcstiniarr dialctrts, the ana-

ptyCtic ttnd prothetic vowels ilro prolìrìnnced stl as to frlrtn closed

syllablcs (-tll'C, -CVCC-, vtl(ll.

ì,Io indisputablc rninim¿tl pair c¿ll be fountl to sltow tlte oontrastiv'

valuc of thesc vowels. Hotvevet, thcy ¿ìrc so cltlscly connectcd with

urorphological cirttrgorirls that tlrr'.it' ¡rtrrelV ¡thonetitl examinatiun

rvoulcl be nrisltrding.

In nomitrÙ of tlre form (lvoti-, u final auaptyxis is pronr-runcetl if
Lla is ¿t liquid ol' :l n¿ìsal, i.e. it it forltts ¿t second crtrst of sotrority. Ott

tfie othcr ltittttl, the final rlhnter llsllally rtltttains undisstllvt'd if Cì¿

is more sotìol'()lls than 03. 'fhtts, the nunÌb(ìr' of n¿tttral syllables is

¡rorc decisivt than tlrc iltiqít' ns-sãk'hru¡¡tt. rvithout regald to thr:

quality oI tltl tlt o c,t¡ttsol¿tltts. T[e syllabitl use ¡rf consonants ([]VC-O)

is aÏoicled, antl anapt-vctic r.owels have tlet'ekrped to fortn new closcd

final svll¿ibles (tlv.O.v(i > clv-ovcl). The svll¿rbicatiolì is, howet'cl,

Irot ttctrrrminctl by thr: l'el¡rtivtl sonority alrmc, bttt also tltn ltbsolttte

sortotity ltttr, plirys a ctll't¿tin rokr.

Another gr,oup rvhert. ttr rnaptyxis is t'egttlitlly ptonrtunced btr-

ttvcr:n (l2 and C3, consists of wolds lt¡r'i'iltg ir liuyngrlal fts one of thtlm'

IJccnuse thc presence 0f thc ¿nirptyxis is not conditionetl by thc posi-

tion of tlro laryugeal or. ll1, the quality of thc othct consonilnt of thtr

grollp, thc t,atlse tnust lie itt the chat¡ìotol' of thc lnryngcals' It is

mr:rst ltatnl'itl trr stt¡tposrr tltat tlte anaptyxis lterc is il transitional

soulltlprodutltrtlttrl¿rcilitntetlteltrtltrunei¿rtiotltlftwo(|OÌìsef{llfìllt
hcttrro-orÍ¡alìitl tlrltlson¡tttts.

In adrlitiorr to the anaptyxis causcd. þy different ¡rlaccs of articul¡

tion, anotltÉl gr(lllp c¿tn be tlisti¡guisþccl rvltere il zcro-t'owel is
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pronounced between two consonaDts because of r differcnce in ilre
manner of articulation. Most usually this occurs to avoitl voicelcss
pronunciation of voicecl consonants.

No phonetic explnuation can be founcl for the anaptyxis insertccl
beforc ro, but it lnnst be understoocl as resulting from an aspiration
t. make the urorphologic.r positio' or ru as cs more prominent.

the colour of thc firral auaptyxis in nouns usually varies betrveen
tltc ncutral a ard i, but in sornc cases it is cletermined by the progres-
sive assimilation. Most commonly this happens iìfter *, antl so
regularly that confusiorr is possible between Oucc- and thc broken
plural cucnc-. rf ce is û, no prtlgressive assilnilation takes placc.
After a the anaptyctic vowel is :rssimil¿terl only il emphatic sur,-
roundings betrveen a laryngeal ilnd cB¡, after i nsually if no anaptyxis
is dcmandccl for syllabication.

The suffix -t of perf. sing. 1. antl 2. rnasc. is optionally precetl'd
by an anaptyxis, thc ferninine 

'.minal suffix -¿ (in final position
precedcd by one consonant) ueyer. The latter occuls only in status
constructus and is thercforc uot nsetl in pre-¡rausal position, Thus tlur
ple-pausal origin of thc anaptyxis before ilre verbal suffix -¿ seenìs
itpparent. The eomp¿ratively fixed colour, usually i, rnorc rarely
e (i-a), not susceptible to progrcssivc assimilation, slìows a tendency
to distinguish between morphological divisions. 'l.his special char¿c-
tel' is proved by cascs whcre tlic arraptyxis separates tw' mor-
plrenrcs in words such as qacúd;it and futit.

'lhc vorvcl of thc negative afformative is usually a ¡lure i. No
tliffcrencc is to bc found in the rel¿tiva frequency of -í and -ií in
pre-paus¿l and contcxtual positiors. The affolmative is occasion-
itlly strcssetl. Thus it is rloubtful if ilris i can be classified as al
anaptyxis. It seems rlore correot to rcgard -l and -i.í as rhythmic
variants of oner morphenc.

'l'he nrost noticc¿ble clifferencc betwccn the fin¿rl and ilrc medial
anaptyxis is that the l¿ttm shows morc st¿rbility, because the iuternal
clusters are less than the final ones exposed to ilre influcuce of pre-
pausal phenomena. A final cluster followed by a consonantal suffix
is dissolved according to ilre rules givcn for nomina of ilre form
CVCC-, but with less crceptions.
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In imperfect forms of stcm l with \¡ocalic suffixes, the char-

¿cteristio vorvcls rl ¿nrl r¿ arc droppcct cxcept aftel c. The resulting

three-consonant medial cluster is rcgnlally dissolvcrt bv au anaptyctic
vorvel htrring the samc coloul as thc preceding onc. Th.e presenee of

thc anaptyxis is here no longcr bound to relative sonority or transi-
tion ìictrvcen two hetero-o4lanic consonants. The systemiltization
is proverl by occasional stressing of anaptyxis. The prescrr.ation of

the characteristic v<lwel ¿ has led to two nrorphological systcms in
the imperfect.

'I'hc imperfect, imporative and activc palticiplc forms of sterns

VJI and VIII liave thrr wolcl stress on the preforuratirrc. The vorvel

of tltc following syllable (a, after assimil¿rtion i) is dropped and ¡r

tltrce-colrsonant merli¡rl clustcr is fornred. In stem VII thc cluster'

n01(12 is occasionally clissolvecl; in stcm VIII no necct for anaptyxis

is fclt, bccausc thc midrllc consonant of the clustcl is ahvays tlre

lcast sonolous f. In sten X, l,rvo diffelerrt rrlrrsters occur. One of

thcm, stCl nevet needs rn anaJrtyxis, tlur otlter one, formetl of
(lr['i203, is dissolved sirnilarly to thr¡ s¿rne clnster in sten I. ln both
cascs tlul clnsters arc thc resnlt of ch'opping i from an open unstrcs-

sctl syllable. In tlte infinitivc fonns the short rl is ptesen'ed. Ilsually
they arc loans fi'orn the lrr.sla and are pronorrncetl unchanged,

fn nolnin¿r of the form CV[IVC-, ri :rnd. ?¿ itre gcnerally droppctl,
but thc loss is not absolutc. I\[ost rcgularly thc r¿ of trn opcn un-

strcssed syllablc is droppctl in dirninutivc worrls of thc form 0u(1ay0-.

Tlrc onlv exccptiorr, besides rvolcls bonowed frorn the fuçha, is

after c (irnd ') as Cl, Itor its grr:atel rel¿rtive quantity, a is normally

¡treserverl in thc initill svll¡rlrk's o[ (lVt:V(l-. In rvurcls of the forrn

CaCiC- the front allophonc of ¿ is oftcn rcgrcssivcly assimilatcd ancl

thcn droppecl. This cloes not h:rppen in the rvords formecl with the
prefix n¡a-. One re¿ìsou for this rnay be an avoiding the concourse

of these wortls rvith participles of stems II ¿ncl III where the prefix

¿rr¿- has lost its vowel.

In the pronominal adverb lnnrak¡hùtatc, ?¿ ¿rnct i are usually prc-

servetì. lvlost probably these forms do not represent the classical

Itundl¡a, but are analogical formations from hór¿ (and hén ?) like

hada : hädäk.
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In LGal. tl¡e folrns CiCãC- and 'a(ltlãtl- ltave almost coûlpletcly

run togcther into (i)OtlãC-.

All the nomin¿l forms CCÍC- are optiottally prccerlcd by a prothetic

vowcl which lnost usually r:ìnges from "/a to i, and is to sotne extcnt

bound to the sonority of Cl. The prothesis is not susceptible to regrcs-

sive assimilatiort.

In perfect forms of verba finn¿r ¿rnd tertiae infi¡nac in stem l tltc
short vowel of thc initi¿l syllable is preserr.ctl irt unstrcsscd positiott

if followed b)' a (fornr Oa0atl-) but assimilatetl to i autl droppeil if
followetl by i (fornr Cntli(i- > Oitli(l-). The only exception is if Cr is

tltc laryngeal c.

'lhcrc is no ¿rbsolute certainty ai¡ottt the explanatiott given for thc

prothetic forns 'iiãii and 'ili. Thc former is evitlently a¡ analogical

formation, anrl the latter mrxt proba.bly origilrated from tlte pleo-

nastic usc of íl in a stressetl position after the lregative afformative

-(i)S. The ptimc reasrtlt has cert¿linly been thc droppirtg of C8' and

thc subser¡t¡ent shortelting of the words to a single open syllable.

Thc prefix of thc perfect forms of stellts V anrl \¡l is it-, rvhich

is bascd upon tlte analogy of impcrfcct and ¡rarticiplc forms and not

upon the olrl prothetic v¿ri¿lnt. If only the okl prothetic perfects

h¿rve survived, the prescrvation of the prefix l¿- befott'- c iu sevcral

rli¿rlectal words cannot bc cxplainecl.

ln imperfect forms of stems I (C8a'/'u), II and III, the vowel of the

prefix is droppctl, except for thc ø of sing. 1. anct bcfore the laryngeal
c as Cr. fn stcms II and III thc droppotl volvel is rt, bttt in stem I
thc cl¿rssical ø changcct itrto i, which was dropped.

Ttre old ptothetic fonns VII- X have ln optional prothesis,

which is generally dependcnt on the sonority of the filst consonant.

Irollowed by one consonant the imperfect prefix b(i)- losee its

vorvtl (if the prefix ever w¿s bi- in L,Gal.). 'lltc resulting two-con-

son¿nt cltnters b¿- and mn' aÍe optionally prcccded by a prothetic

vowel.

The participle prefix rnu- in stems II and III has lost its vowel in

all the dialectal words.

The conjunction roø-, which has lost its vowel at an early stagc,

ocours aB ?{r-, or combinatorily as u-. It is never preceded by a pro-
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tltesis, Llut ofttlr it is lengtheued: r¿l{n.'-. IJsed as ¡r swr-r¿ìring piìtticle

r{'o- tnOst Often preserves its v0wel.

The proclitic prrrticles fo- and /i¿- at'e rnostly krar¡retl brtrrowirtgs

ând have thetr.,fore preserved thei¡ 1'1¡11's¡. In di¿lec.tal rv<lrds suoh

irs À:irlnr¿ tltr-, r'olel is dro¡rpcd.

'Ihe pleposition l¡i- loses its vowel in iìn unstressed opcn initial
sylfable. Similally, the vtl,ivel of. m,ùt is droppetl in ¿rn unstressed

position bcforc ¡r \.o\ryc|. Iloth havc an optional prothesis. Souretimes

the cluster nrr- is allcviaterl by dropping rr.

Thc pt'c¡rosition c¿(la)- has takcn part of thc functions of the Cl.

'if61, which is dying out in the dialect. It has krst its 'i- and tun
togetlrer rvitlt the ploclitir: l(i)-lla-, A nerv plothetic form ltas been

developerl rrrost probilbly from t:asus \{hel'e the prcposition rvas usetl

in ¿n unstrcssed position after ¡r verb.

Contparison,

In spitc of tlur grcirt tlivcrsitl. in the obscrvation and trilnscription
of thc final anaptyxis in tlilfercnt Sylo-Pal.stini¿n rlialccts thcre

secms to bc sufficicnt matelial to shorv that it is mol'c tlistinct iu
the grou¡r of tli¿rlects r:allctl bv (l,rx'r'lNt:,ru 'pallels S2' ([Jentral

Palestine) and 'parlers S1' ((lulilee, Srluthenr l/rb¡ìnon, l'uml diakltrts

of S1'ria) tlt¡rn in'pirllers Sl" (Northenr Lebanou, biggcst towns of

Syria, Lebanon ald Palcstine). ln the fonnr.rr group thc influencc of

thc progressivc assirnil:rtion upon thc anaptyctic vorvcl is grcutcr,

irlthough norvhele probably as great ¿s in (lantinoan's transcliptions
for Palrnyra anrl FIõrân.

I'lre nredial alra¡rtyxis is rnonr st¿rllk', llctr¿urse it is klss exposcd to

thc influencc of pre-pansal phenomen¡r, 'lherefore its transcription
is morc nniform than th¿t of the final lnaptyxis. Scvcr¿l instances

of a stresserl anaptyxis in Cialilean dialccts show th¿rt thc anaptyxis

is fixed. Bnuun's assertion that thc medial anaptyxis is optionnl

irr towns but regularly used by the fellalfi.n suggests that ¿t difference

coulcl be found between thc same groups as in final anaptyxis. In
stcms VII and VIII the prcform¿rtivc of the imperfect is stres,sed

in the whole arca except in Damascus and 1\'ipoli, rvith some hesita-

tion elsewhele i¡r Syria and thc Lcbanon, c.g. in Ilõrân, Palmyra



lt2 I'I¿rrxr Prlvl

and lJeirut, tr'orms with ¡r stressed preforrnative and a three-consonant

medi¿l cluster occur', however, in sorne frequently used words in all

the Syro-Palestinian clialccts. Probably thcsc forms were earlicr pre-

rlominant, and the strcss changetl place in analogy rvith the perfcct.

As ¿ rule botlì Cittt/C- and CuCVO- are reduced all over the area

into CCVC-. This reduction is probably ttot complete in Palestinc

and in Sontlurrn Transjorclan. In diminutive forns the loss of the

short vorvcl is complcte; even the syllabic Crtrr citlì bc dropped. The

fonns CiCãC- and 'aCCãC- have run together into 00d0-. CaCiC-

rlrops its ø only ¿ftcr a regressive assimil¿tion. In Transjordan,

l'tõrân antl Pahnyra its influence is lveakcr th¡ln in the other Syro-

P¿rlcstinian dialects, and a is usually preserved. Iletween Central

Palcstine, Galilee, Southern Lcbanon, ¿rnd Darnascus llo consider-

al¡le iliffcrcnccs a,re to be found in the preservation of ø in these

forms. In all thcsc diitlects the ¿ of a short open pre-stressed syllable

is preserved, but i (< a) is drop¡rerl. Oa0ãC- has regularly ilroppcd

its short a only in rural dialects of Northern Leb¿non.

The demonstrative prolìoìln ImQah(a) has preservctl its etymologic-

nlly long vowcl of the initial syllable. 'l'he adverb corrcsponding

to the A. fumãlca has many clifferent forms. In l)amasctts a short r¿

is droppett it lnú.l{c), in IIõrân it is shortenccl: honâ'lt(a). The Pales-

tinian forms l¿t¿r¿áh, hùnûk arc most probably formed of hôn, hôtt

plus -álc, and rlo not represent thc Cl. hu,nãlm.In Hõrân anrl in tlte
Lebanon long-vocalic f orms occur : hõn âh ( IJ õrân), lmto'nik (Lcbanon).

The prothetic form 'líi (used sidc by side witlt SilSâ) seems to

occur mainly in the cli¿lect areas where thc negativtl alfonnative

-(i)J is used, i.e. in Palestine and sporadically in 'Iriusjortian. In
Flõrân ancl Palmyr¿r this associ¿rtion is not as tlistinct.

In the whole area the perfect forms CiCiC- drop the vowcl of the

initial syltablc if a consonantal suffix follows. In Palmyra this loss

occuüt analogically in all persons, and the prothetic vowel is often

stressed. In Northern Lebanon CaCaC- loses the vowcl of the pre-

^étressed 
opcn initial syllable in thc local tlialects also, whcrc it is

tr***u.¿ ìn tne nominal form CaCãC-. Thc aniilogical change of the

rcflexive preformative üa- in stems V and VI has taken place in all
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tlrc Syro-Palcstinian diilk:cts. Exceptions atc ftìw, r:..g. Iacô), wltir:lt

is not used in irnpcrfect folrn, artd has thus rcmaincd unaffected by

anakrgl'. 'lhc prothcsis oI sterlrs VII X is morc distinctly heard

irr P¿rlc,stin¡ artd in thr-. rur¿tl cli¿rlocts of Sylia (S2 anrl St) than in
Svri¿rn citic,s and Northcrn lrebatton (Sl').

The prothctic forms 'ä!ä, 'äåu, otte,ttt' i¡t tltrr rvhole artril. only in
tlrtr J,cbanou ¿rnd (lcntl'al Syri¿ cirn ãri llc founrl. The imperfect

von'rrl is slrrlrt in a lnlgc pnú of Syriir nncl tlttl Lebanon; in Kfitr'
cAbirl¡r antl l]'trluryr'¿ thc strcss is on tltc lltter syllable.

I','ollowrtl lly ir consorr¿utt thc inpcrfcct prefortttirtives ¿ìl'c e\¡cry-

wlrcrc y-li-, (i)t- 'n-. ittìtl (ri)rr-. t)nly in thc lletlttttin tlialects of

Sotrtlrern 'lt'ansjorrlatt itnd possiblv in the clialcct of tltt lellal¡in
of thr,r samc arr.a is r. prcscrt ed ¡lftr,.r' ¡7. In Damascus ancl Ntlrtltern

lrol)anon cven thc ¡rtcfot'mativc'o- of sing. 1. is dloppctl. Ilcsides

tht iltitial cluster.s Lþ lnd ?n,n-, ít clnstet' lifll- ot;curs in tltc last-

mcntioncrl rliitlects iu sing. l The clttstet' å(l- in sittg. 3. masc.

and pl. 3. sontctimrìs ¡tppe¡rN i¡t P¿rlcstine n¡¡1[ ¡spçttlirt'ly itr Palmyra,

i.e. i¡¡ xh. dialccts whele ¡¡ is usttirlly dropped aftcr b-. It ntight bc

¡rssuurerl that thc prcposition ür: fottncl its rvay into the inrperfeot

fonlrs in thosc dialects only itftcr ltaving dloppctl its r and ha't'ing

lost its counectiort rvith thc prepositiott.

Thc partici¡rles of steurs II anrt lll rogularly drop thc vowel of

thc plcfolmative in ¡rll tlte genuine di¿ltct¿rl wortls, altcl thc initial
tlustcl r¿Cr- is usuitlly prettetled by a prothotic vowel.

The Cl. conjunction roo- is r:r,et'yrvlterc rur-/rt-, ancl is never plecedrrd

b1' a ¡rrotltesis. Ilcforc trvo oonsotìattts, urt¿- is ttsed in Palmyra,

l.lrlriin and Tlipoli, but clscn'her() l¿- or rrr pltts a/i is morc usuitl. 'l'lto
(11. plcpositi¡rn L¿j- is (i)ù- cxccpt in Palmyra, rvltcrt-'it is lcngthened

analogically rvith /î : bî. With a pcrsouitl suffix the prothetic forms

'ib¡¡, 'ibhu, occur spor¿ìrlically in 0cntlal P¿lcstine. Tlte Cl. prcposi-

tio¡rs li-/l¿- and 'il¿? lt¿tve conout'recl into one prcpositiott l(i)'lla'.
Witlr rr pelsonal suffix plothetic lt¡rttls 'ili,'ilal; ctc. ¿lre regularly

nscrl. 'l'lrese ltave plobably come from tlur rJl.li-llu-, n'hilc forms of

'rlkl plns ¿ suffix ¡rte founrl e.g. in Tripoli (tüyyi, ¡¿iÀr etc.) and rilrdy
in Ilõrân itr some peÌs()ns (leryye,Iêi,Iô.ha).
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