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PREFACE

From the westernmost to the easternmost cormers of the Islamic world we
come across people and clans tracing descent from the Prophet of Islam
through his daughter Fatima. We may be of a different opinion as to the
legitimacy of the variously presented genealogies, but the influence of
these people who consider themselves direct descendants from the Prophet,
and the esteem they enjoy, have been and still are great in the Islamic

world.

In this work composed of genealogical tables an attempt has been made to
trace the stages of these descendants of Fatima during Islam's early cen-
turies, both from the point of view of their geographical distribution
and of those tribes which regard them as their ancestors. The informa-
tion has been gathered from various well-known Islamic genealogical

works as well as from one lesser—known manuscript which specifically

describes descendants of Fdtima's in North Africa. The sources used are:

- al-Sayyid Ahmad, known as Ibn ®Inaba al-asghar, al-D&a’Qdi al-Hasani:
®Undat al-talib fi ansab al Ab% Jalib. Bombay n.d.

- Ibn Hazm: Jamharat ans@b al-arab. Ed. “Abd al-Saldm Muhammad Har@n.
Cairo 1962,

- al-Zubairi: Nasab Quraish. Ed. E. Lévi-Provengal. Cairo 1953.

- AbG al-CAbbAs Ahmad ibn al-Shaikh ‘Abdallah al-Birkawi: ql-T°¢ibar
wal-tawarikh al-akhbar. MS in private possession.

- Tbn al-Kalbi: Jamharat al-nasab. Reduced to tables and notes by
W. Caskel and G. Strenziok. 2 vols. Leiden 1966.

- “Umar Kahhdla: muCjam qaba’il al-Sarab al-qadtma wal-haditha. 3 vols.
Damascus 1949.

— al-Sam&ni: Kitdb al-ans@b. Facsimile ed. D.S. Margoliouth. Leiden 1912.

The sources differ from each other in detail somewhat, though this is
quite natural in view of the personal interests which these kind of gen-

ealogies comprise, but what they say is very much the same in the main
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features. The work in hand would have swollen to quite unreasonable
proportions if all differences of opinion had been noted; thus only
those differences of the most central people with regard to their des-—

cendants have been mentioned in notes.

My sincere thanks to the interlibrary loan department of Helsinki Uni-
versity library for managing to obtain material that was particularly
difficult to trace; to Mike Vollar for translating and checking the
English; and above all to Irmeli Perho who did a magnificent job with
often seemingly hopeless genealogies, typing them up in manageable

form.

KAJ OHRNBERG




