INTRODUCTTION

The past is god, the present and the future am I. In this is revealed the
basic universal and timeless principle of genealogy: we are the descendants
of gods and of demigods, and immortal through our own descendants. So it

is and has been, from one civilisation to the next, in the past as in the

present.

The significance of the past with regard to the Islamic world needs to be
emphasized; the past lives with even more power in the present. The re-
ligious factions which are influential today are in fact inherited from
the very earliest years of Islam. Thus history that is old is by no means
past, rather the events of the first century AH (7th ¢. AD) continue to
have an enormous influence on the attitudes and viewpoints of those in-

volved in the events of the 1980s.

The background to the schism that took place in the Islamic world and to
the birth of different factions was constituted, in the first place, by
political factors and not by differing religious viewpoints. Certainly
religious factors quickly penetrated everywhere, including politics. So
matters of dispute that were originally political then acquired the tone
of religious ones. The picture of the course of events given by Arabic
source-material is as follows: groupings, separated by religious factors,
struggling for the direction and leadership of the community. In reality
political disputes were at first caused purely by personality questions,
which then led to schism in the newly-formed Islamic community. The in-
fluence of religious factors and of the later pattern of events was that
the whole schism was seen as having been caused by religious and not po-

litical differences of opinion.

When working with early Islamic source-material - whether histories or

heresiographies — one should bear in mind that the whole Muslim religious
discussion also had its political and social relevance. W.M. Watt has in
many contexts drawn attention to these circumstances. It appears that the

Muslims were interested in arguing about the past not out of historical



curiosity or an academic interest in history, but because this type of
argument about the distant past was the form which discussions of current
politics took among the Muslims. "There is a strong tendency among the
Shicites, though it is not unknown elsewhere in Islam, to appear to be
discussing past history when in fact one is discussing contemporary po-
litics. There are apparently endless discussions about what happened in
632 on the death of Muhammad or in 656 when ®Al1 became caliph, but what
the disputants are interested in are the political principles to be fol-
lowed in the middle of the ninth century."1 This is why many of the al-
legations of the past should not be taken at their face value but must
be regarded as belonging to the architectonic of the heresiographers and

historians.

Making it difficult until a few decades ago to obtain an objective picture
of the factions within Islam has been the bias of the source-material: ex-
tensive literature on the sects and heresies has been almost completely
sympathetic to the Sunni cause. Early Western Islamic research accepted
these Sunni views rather too innocently. Naturally this was partly due

to the fact that those states with which the West had mostly been in di-
rect contact were representatives of Sunnl Islam, and that the majority

of Islamic lands subjected to colonialism were Sunnil, with only small or

non-existent "heretical" groups.

Firaq literature put forward Sunni Islam as the genuine Arabian Islam,
true to the Koran and to the Sumna of the Prophet. The sects on the other
hand stood for all that was foreign to original Islam: pre-Islamic in-
fluence and religious concepts which non-Arab converts to Islam had
brought with them from their old religions. As an example it may be
noted that Shiism was considered to be the cause of Persian influences
in Islam. Tbn Hazm (died 456/1064) could write that "the reason why most
of these sects deserted the religion of Islam is, at bottom, this. The
Persians originally were the masters of a large kingdom and had the up-
per hand over all the nations. They were in consequence possessed with
such mighty self-esteem that they called themselves 'nobles' and 'sons',
while the rest of mankind were regarded by them as slaves. But when they
were visited (by God) and their empire was taken away from them by the
Arabs, - the same Arabs who in the estimation of the Persians possessed
the least dignity of all nations, - the matter weighed much more heavily

upon them and the calamity assumed double proportions in their eyes, and
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thus they made up their mind to beguile Islam by attacking it at differ-
ent periods."2 Views of this type were not exclusive to Sunni circles.
al-Busti (died about 420/1030), who belonged to the milieu of Zaidi
Mu®tazilites, considered in his refutation of Isma“flism that it was a

Zoroastrian plot to corrupt Islam.3

Looked at on this basis it is therefore not at all surprising that 19th

c. European scholars inspired by Liberalism and Nationalism, such as the
Dutchman W.R. Dozy (1820-1883), the Austrian A. von Kremer (1829-1889)

and the Frenchman J. Darmesteter (1849-1894) should see and depict Shi‘ism
as the liberal resurrector of the Persian national spirit, as a rebellion
of Aryanism against Islam, which in Iran was felt to be foreign and re-
stricting by being Arabian and so Semite. It should be remembered that

the myth of the Aryan master race had been put forward at just this time
in A. de Gobineau's works (1853—55).“

It is nevertheless a fact that shi®ism was born as a political opposition
party amongst the Arabs in the southern parts of Iraq, and the Arabs took
it with them to Persia. Early political Shi®ism then combined, in this
meeting-place of peoples, languages and beliefs that was the southern
parts of Iraq, with a non-Arabian messianic element embracing both Se-
mitic and Iranian beliefs. Despite the fact that both before and after
the turn of the century notable Islamic scholars such as J. Wellhausen,
I. Goldziher and V.V. Barthold had convincingly shown the Arabian origins

s Gy A P . .
of Shi%ism, the myth of an Iranian origin for it has proved tenacious.

Although we cannot accept the idea of Shi‘ism as an Iranian counter-
action to Arabian Islam, it is worth pointing out the Iranian's present-
day attitude to the matter, however emotionally coloured it might be.
Seyyed Hossein Nasr has put it succintly with the idea that shiite Islam
has an intimate connection with the Persian soul. ® Henry Corbin, an ex-
pert on Iranian Islam, has also stressed the same point, "un total dé-
vouement de 1'8me iranienne d 1'idée shicite," in his discussion of the

philosophical concepts of Shi€ism and the Iranian penchant for the re-

. . . . 7
lationship between the esoteric and the mystical.

All in all, it may be said that thé cultural differences and conflicts
that have developed over the centuries are noticeably more significant

-~

than the religious differences between Sunni and Shi®f Islam.
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These matters do have a significance for the present when within the |
sphere of Arabian Islam there is a tendency to give Shi®ism the stamp :
of unbelief and non-Arabism. Above all, this is because in the Persian

Gulf states, Iraq and Egypt Khomeini's revolutionary shi®ite Iran is

seen as a threat to their own security, as a result of which religious

and racial differences are again being heightened. A danger exists that

amongst the Arabs Shiism will once again be indifferently associated

with Iranianism and Aryanism, and that it would be held as a faction

foreign to Islam. This would mean a return to the assertions of firaq

literature, formerly espoused by Western research too. It would be dif-

ficult to believe in the possibility of justifying such a return when

our knowledge of Shi‘ism's different forms of manifestation has grown

in proportion to the research material made available. Claude Cahen has

even compared the significance of this heterodox material for Islamic

research to that of the Qumran finds in the unravelling of Judeo-Christian

history.8 This religious split of Sunnism v. Shiism is consciously

being made, in Arab circles, into a question of both race and of belief

and unbelief. Then Sunnism is set against Shicism, “arab against Cajam

(= majfis), and muslim against kafir. >

The central pillar of the Shi‘ite faith is their conception and doctrine
of the Imam. The Imams were credited with special and unique powers, the
most important of which was sinlessness or infallibility (macgﬁm), a
doctrine which was developed in order to establish the superiority of

the Shi®? Tmams over the Sunni Caliphs. The Tmam is the successor of
Muhammad (khalffatuhfl wa-qa’ imun maq@mahil); he is chosen by God, infal-
lible and sinless, perfect and the best man of his age. A Shi“ite Imam
must be a person with exceptional blessings, the descendant of “Alf,
because infallibility was transmitted to the Imams from the Prophet by
virtue of their having inherited from him the light of God. This pre-—
existent luminous substance, also called nfir Muhammad, was placed by

God in Adam's loins and passing through successive generations finally
divided into two in the loins of “Abd al-Muttalib, the common grandfather
of the Prophet Muhammad and “AlT. From “Abd al-Muttalib this divine light
passed to Muhammad's father, “Abdallah, and Alf's, Abd Talib. With the
extinction of Muhammad's male line the divine light manifested itself
henceforth in the progeny of “A17. They were the only rightful Imams; ]

all shi‘t groups derive their identities from “Alf's descendants.
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In putting these views into practice, numerous differing opinions have
nevertheless appeared amongst shi®ites in the course of time, and dif-
ferent factions inside Shi®ism have had different persons as the true
Tmams. Different groupings have then separated from these, and different
religious views have also become emnmeshed in these originally personal
questions, so that the number of different shiCite sects is exceedingly
great. The dispersal of Shiism is thus primarily founded in quests of

power.

11

The contents of this volume are built on genealogical tables. Within
their framework an attempt has been made to describe the central branches
(the Hasanids and the Husainids) of Shicism, the most important people
and their geographical diffusion, and those tribes which hold these cen-
tral figures of early shifite history to be their ancestors. In addi-
tion it is intended, within this introduction, to take a brief look at
some central concepts and to go into the descendance of the Fatimids,

since some authorities doubt the authenticity of their pedigree.

Even in simply discussing Shi€ism, it is very difficult to specify ex-—
actly what we really mean by the term, at least up until the 3rd/9th
century. Shi‘a, ahl al-bait and al-ashraf are concepts of the kind that
Norbert Elias has convincingly explained in his discussion of the meaning
of the German words Kultur and Zivilisation: "Concepts like these two
have something of the character of those words which from time to time
make their appearance in some narrower group, such as a family or a sect,
a school class or an association, and which say much to the initiate and
little to the outsider. They take form on the basis of common experience.
They grow and change with the group whose expression they are. The situ-—
ation and history of the group are mirrored in them. And they remain
colorless, they never become fully alive for those who do not share
these experiences, who do not speak from the same tradition and the

i i 10
same situation."

sh2%at A1%. 1t is possible that €A1% himself would have called the men
closest to him his "party, group" (ehi®a). At any rate it is clear that

in the Battle of the Camel in 36/656 and at Siffin in 37/657 there were
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numerous groupings referred to as different '"parties". CAlT's supporters
are referred to in the sources as both ahl al-cIr&q and shi®at A1%; his
opponents as shi aqt “Uthman, because in the Battle of the Camel ®A’isha,
Talha and al-Zubair appeared as the avengers for “Uthman's death, and as
shiat Mucawiya or ahl al-Sha’m, Mucawiya being the governor of Syria.
What is in question therefore is a general term used to describe those
grouped around various individuals. Originally the expression did not
have any sectarian connotations with which we are now familiar. In fact
until the middle of the 9th century AD Sunnfs could also use the word in
contexts which indicate that it should be understood not in its sectarian

. P 11
but in a respectful meaning.

Shia was the designation the sources adopted when dealing with the de-
fenders of the rights of CAlT and his progeny; €Alids or Talibids were

used of persons who could claim descendance from CAlf.

Ahl al-bait. It is especially among the Shi‘a that the expression ahl
al-bait ("the people of the House'") has received its own deeply rooted
meaning and historical significance. The idea of ahl al-bait neverthe-
less has a long prehistory that goes back to the strong clan and family
bonds maintained by pre-Islamic Arabs of the distant J&hiliyya era. This

name was used for the members of the leading family of the tribe.

The Arabian community was founded on a tribal system where actual or fie-
titious descent from a common ancestor was considered central. The order
of precedence between the tribes was governed by how renowned each tribe's
forefathers were. The same factors affected the estimation in which the
different clans were held within the tribes: often those families with
the more highly esteemed forefathers were also the leaders of their
tribes. For individuals too the glory of one's forefathers meant more
than just an illustrious past, since "personal fame and merit counted

for little in securing for oneself an exalted position; it was inherited
fame and inherited merit which confirmed proper estimation in the
society."12 Bearing this in mind, it is easier to understand how,
throughout the history of Islam, belonging to the ahl al-bait (however

it is understood in each case) has been the starting-point for a po-

litical and/or religious quest for power.

Behind all the different interpretations of the ahl al-bait concept in

Islamic times are the two passages in the Koran where it is mentioned,



and the explanations they have received in different interpretations;

in addition there is one instance of the from ahl bait (28:11/12). The
ahl al-bait which appears in the sura of Hd (11:76/73) leaves no room
for interpretation as it is a question of Abraham's ahl. On the other

hand the ahl al-bait in the sura "The confederates'" (33:33) gives free
rein for interpretation: "... People of the House, God only desires to
put away from you abomination and to cleanse you". Because the previous
verse concerns exhortations to the Prophet's wives, the ahl al-bait in
this verse is understood as describing the Prophet's family. Adding to
these problems have been two hadfths with such scope for interpretation
that they have led to an exceedingly great number of families and indi-

viduals being counted as ahl al-bait. These hadiths are hadith al-

thaqalain and hadith al-kisa’ /hadith al-"aba’ ("tradition of the mantle").

Two variants of the hadfth al-thaqalain exist. In connection with the
"farewell pilgrimage" to Mecca in March 632 the Prophet Muhammad spoke
to the faithful saying, according to the first variant "Two things 1
leave you, as long as you adhere to them you will not go astray: the
book of God, which is a rope from heaven to earth, and my Sunna'.
Whereas the second variant says "Two things I leave you, as long as
you adhere to them you will not go astray: the book of God, which is

a rope from heaven to earth, and my family". Furthermore, different
sources display in both places a certain degree of variation in their

wording.

In the hadith al-kisd® we are told how the Prophet Muhammad went out one
morning wearing a black cloak. He took first Fiatima, then €A17 and then
al-Hasan and al-Husain under his cloak, hugging them and quoting from the
Koran (33:33): "People of the House, God only desires to put away from
you abomination and to cleanse you." These five make the ahl al-batt of
the Shia. The Shia limit the Family (which they call by preference
€ltra) to the ahl al-kisd@’, and they interpret the Koranic ahl al-bait
(33:33) through this hadith al-kisd’ . The CAbbdsids had their counter-
part of this hadith, where Muhammad threw his cloak over his uncle al-

®Abbis and his sons.

In 1935 Rudi Paret presented an interesting analysis of the concept of

ahl al-bait. In his opinion it was possible to understand it in the sense

; 1
of "Leute des Gotteshauses", in other words followers of the Ka®ba cult. 3
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In fact, already al-Tabars? had in his Koran commentary mentioned this
explanation. He states that agl-bait is bait al-har@m and ahl in this con-

4

nection are those who fear God,l that is the "Leute des Gotteshauses'

in Paret's terminology.

This interpretation by al-Tabarsi/Paret gains historical support from the
fact that pre-Islamic Arabs often had their own tribal deities who were
worshipped in prescribed places. These places might be springs, certain
trees or rocks, which in the course of time might become established as

a sanctuary (bait) for many tribes. In these sanctuaries one of the tribe's
most highly esteemed clans would serve as guardian in the absence of a
proper priesthood. These guardians were the first regular ahl al-bait,

and to pre-Islamic Arabs the ahl al-baits of different tribes consti-

tuted a kind of Arabian aristocracy (buyfitat al-"Arab). % the Prophet
Muhammad's clan Ban{i Hishim were for generations commonly recognized as

the guardians of the Ka®ba and accordingly the ahl al-bait of Mecca. '®

The vagueness of the term ahl al-bait and the possibilities offered by
this vagueness for furthering the interests of one's own party led in the
course of time to the term being used for quite different groups. The
term has both a narrower and a broader meaning: at its narrowest it in-
cludes only CA1%'s and Fatima's descendants (with, in some cases,
Fitima's side being particularly stressed), the next step being "Alf's

descendants in general, and at its broadest the whole HAshim clan.

However it is not possible in this context to go deeper into the disputed
question of whether the CAbbAsids enlarged on the use of the term ahl
al-bait so that it would cover them too, or whether the Shi‘ites re-
stricted its use to suit their own purposes, not to mention all the

other contexts in which the term appears throughout the Umayyad era

and in the early stages of CAbbasid rule. 7 C.E. Bosworth is clearly
correct in suggesting that "it was of course this argument [the innate
quality of the AbbAsids qardba, kinship with the Prophet, through the
special status of the paternal uncle al-"AbbAs in relationship to his
brother's son Muhammad] (foreshadowed in the later years of al-Mangiir's
caliphate and fully proclaimed by the publicists of his son al-Mahd?%,
whilst the “AbbAsids had until then based the legitimacy of their rule
on a purely juridical fact: the transfer by “Alf's grandson Ab{i Hishim
Abd Al1ah b. Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya of his rights by wasiyya to
Muhammad b. “A1f b. “Abd All8h b. al-"Abbas) which widened [my italics/KG)
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the concept of the ahl al-bayt, from the sense in which the 5%a had
narrowed [my italics/K6] down the Qur’Anic term to mean only the family
of ®Al%, to include the Prophet's agnates, the parallel line of his uncle
and first cousins through al-CAbbis and not merely through Abd T@lib and
CAli."18 It was after this development that there grew up amongst the
shi®ites the habit of stressing the significance of Fitima's descendants;
to the early Shi“ites it was descent in the male line which had been

significant.19

What attitude to take towards the Prophet's wives has also been problem-
atical. Should they be regarded as belonging to ahl al-bait? As already
mentioned, the passage in the Koran which in the opinion of the commen-
tators refers to the Prophet's ahl al-bait deals specifically with ex-
hortations either to the Prophet's wives separately, or possibly to

women of the Islamic faith in general.20 Sunni commentators generally in-

clude the Prophet's wives in ahl al-bait.?!

On the other hand al-Tabars?
as a ShiCite considers that there is no foundation for a man's wife being
of his ahl al-bait. 2% This is also stated in a tradition quoted by al-
Alfis?, where it is said that a woman cannot be considered as belonging
to a man's ahl al-bait, because she is married to him for some time and

2
3 One of the reasons

then when divorced returns to her father and kin.
for the Shi®a not to include the Prophet's wives in ahl al-bait has been

to exclude ®A’isha.

Salmin al-Farisi is also, according to some versions, included among the
ahl aZ—bait.zh This has been of some consequence in the conceptions held
by the Imimis, or as Henry Corbin observes: "Ce n'est pas par une filia-
tion extérieure charnelle (nisbat sfrfya) mais par une filiation spiri-
tuelle (nishbat ma‘nawiya) que Salmdn est devenu 'membre de la Famille du
Prophéte' [...] 1'adoption de Salmin implique que le term de Famille, de
Maison (Bayt), ne concerne pas la famille charnelle, extérieure (bayt
sfirt), comprenant aussi bien les épouses et les enfants, mais la 'Famille
de la connaissance, de la gnose et de la sagesse' (Bayt al-°ilm wa’1-
marifat wa’luhikmat)."zs

al-Ashraf. The pre-Islamic Arabs had several ways of using the word
sharif (pl. ashrdf, shurafa’). What interests us here is the use of
the word in Islamic times and in connection with the conception of ahl
al-bait. As the expression ahl al-bait shifted from meaning the leading

clans in the Arab tribal system to connote the Prophet's family (and we
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may understand it either in its narrower or its broader sense) the concept
of sharaf followed in company. To belong to the a@hl al-bait of the Prophet
meant belonging to the Arab—Islamic aristocracy and the members of it were

by right called ashraf.

According to al-Suyfit? the honorific title ashrdf was in the beginning
used of everyone belonging to the ahl al-bait (in the broader sense of
Ban{i Hishim); that is to say not only of the descendants of R1T (Loes
the [asanids, the Husainids and the progeny of Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya)
but it was also conferred on the descendants of Alf's brothers Ja‘far
and cAq'fl and his uncle al- CAbbas,26 all of whom, in fact, are men-
tioned in a version of the hadith al-thagalain as belonging to the ahl
al-bait. 27 During the 4th/10th century certain restrictions were placed
on the use of this honorific title. In Baghdad it is restricted to the
TAlibids and “AbbAsids; in Egypt after the take-over of the Fitimids the

title is given only to the offspring of al-Hasan and al-ljlusain.28

R.B. Serjeant has pointedly demonstrated the significance of the ashrifs
in his inaugural lecture at the School of Oriental and African Studies
in 1956: "There can be few aristocracies with so long a history as the
posterity of Muhammad the Arabian Prophet, certainly no aristocracy so
widely disseminated over Asia and Africa, playing century upon century

. . . A . 29
an important and consistent role in the Isldmic community,"

III

The Fatimid pedigree. The story is told that when the Fatimid Caliph

al-Mu®izz came to Egypt and was questioned concerning his pedigree and
his proofs, he half-drew his sword from his scabbard and said: "This is
my pedigree', and then scattered some gold among the questioners saying

n 30 Although this is certainly just an amusing

"and these are my proofs.
story it is successful in depicting the uncertainty that was as preva-
lent then as it still is now concerning the claims of the Fitimid gen-
ealogy. Moslem historians have been divided into two camps on the ques-
tion of the legitimacy of the Fitimid origin. It is noteworthy, however,
that no real dispute as to the genuineness of the Fitimid pedigree arose

until the year 402/1011, when the “Abbasid Caliph al-Qadir summoned to
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his palace the notables of Baghdad to sign a manifesto declaring that his
Egyptian rival al-Hakim was not of Fitimid descent. The manifesto was

-~
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signed by both Sunni and Shi“% scholars. ! The research which has been
carried out in recent years seems to strengthen rather than weaken the
claims of the FAtimids to be true lineal descendants of the Prophet and

his daughter Fﬁ;ima.sz

It was really only after the death of Ja“far al-3adiq in ca 148/765 that
the sects of Shi“a - such as the Zaidiyya, the Ismaciliyya, and what was
to become the Ithnﬁcashariyya - began their gradual formation. The succes-
sion after the sixth Imam the Husainid line, Ja“far al-Sadiq, was disputed
between his sons Ismd il and MisA al-Kdzim. Mlsd's line ended with the
ghatba of the Twelfth Imam known as Muhammad al-Mahdi ca 260/874. Isma 11,
whose claims were accepted by the sect known as Ismﬁciliyya, sired a line
of Imams from which came the FAtimid Caliphs. Of all the Shi‘fs the
Ismﬁciliyya have split the most often and present the most intricate pie-
ture. They lived in fairly obscure circumstances from the time of their
break in 148/765 until the Fatimids' stunning take-over of Ifriqiya in
296/909.

The name Ismad"iliyya was originally used by the heresiographers in con-
nection with those who professed the Imamate of Tsmi®%1 ibn Ja“far al-
Sadiq. But, as S.M. Stern has observed, there seems to be little to con-
nect these sects of the 2nd/8th century with the Isma*f1% movement as we
use the word. According to Stern, the Tsmi" 111 movement does not appear
until a hundred years later, in the middle of the 3rd/9th century, as a
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large scale missionary movement.

There is a striking parallel between the take-overs of the two caliphates
with universal pretensions, the “Abbisids and the Fatimids. The Fatimids,
following the ®Abbasid precedent, began their revolutionary propaganda
work in remote areas — first in the Yemen, and then in the westernmost
extremes of the Islamic Empire (comparable to the far away Khurdsin of

the “AbbAsids')-, where they established and proclaimed themselves as
Caliphs. By descent and by divine choice, so they claimed, they were the
sole rightful heirs to the Caliphate of all Islam, which they intended to
take from the ~Abbdsids as the “Abbasids had taken it from the Umayyads.ah

c

In the year 280/893 AbQ “Abdallih al-Shf T was sent to Maghrib from Yemen

s I SRR §
where he had been trained as an Ismd 11T missionary. He spent sixteen
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years organizing the people in North Africa both socially and militarily,
finally throwing the Aghlabid rulers out of Ifrigiya in 296/909. Then he
went to Sijilmdsa and released from its prison the real Imam al-Mahdi
sa®fd ibn al-Husain, for whom he had been the forerunner. But who was
this Sa°fd ibn al-Husain also called CAbdalldh and “Ubaidalldh, the

founder of the FAtimid dynasty?

There is an abundance of varying pedigrees for the Fatimids, provided
both by enemies and supporters. The main reason for this lies in the fact
that the Fatimids, though always vehemently claiming descent from Fatima,
never made any official attempt to trace and lay bare their genealogy.
Some attempts to do so, both by earlier Muslim scholars and modern Western
ones, will be described in the following, despite the fact that M.A.
Shaban may well be right in claiming that a disproportionately large
amount of research has been done on the birth certificate of the first

Fatimid ruler, 2°

Ismﬁcil, son of Jafar al-S&diq, the sixth Imam, died in or about the
year 143/760, about five years before his father. Nevertheless - and de-
spite the fact that certain circles considered Ja®far to have renounced
him in favour of his younger brother Misd al-Kizim - one group regarded
Isma°f1 as the seventh Imam and as therefore in a position to pass on

the Imamate in his turn to his young son Muhammad.

In connection with Imam Muhammad, there appears in tradition a person by
the name of Maimin al-Qadd8h. According to one viewpoint Imam Muhammad
and Maimlin were one and the same person; in addition they both had a son

called cAhdalléh, likewise seen by some to be one person:

Ja“far al-Sidiq

1

P —_ il
Misd al-Kdzim Ismd 11

|

Muhammad (=Maimiin al-Qadd&h?)
®Abdallah (=Abdallah b. Maimdn?)
Bearing in mind that these forefathers of the FAtimids lived at a period

ACaq o . . .
when the Ismd Iliyya was an underground revolutionary movement, it is not

so strange that the events of the period should be shrouded in mystery.
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It is also possible that the real Imam Muhammad and his descendants used
Maimin al-Qadd3h and his descendants as "doubles'" so as to divert their
€Abbasid pursuers.36 The enemies of the Fitimids did not, however, admit
the descent of the FAtimid dynasty from Muhammad ibn Isma“il, but from

CAbdalldh ibn Maim@n al-Qaddah.

Then we have the possibility of adoption in the complex relationship of
the al-Qadddhs' and the progeny of Ja®far al-$adiq. Rashid al-din, the
Persian historian, has a passage where Maimn al-Qadddh entrusts his son
®Abdallah to Muhammad ibn 1sma®f1 saying, "Physical parenthood results
only from the material birth of the child, whereas spiritual parenthood
results from the attachment one has for a certain person [...] ®Abdallh
is the son of Muhammad ibn Isma®fl, his heir apparent." Rashfd al-din con-
cludes by saying, '"When CAbdallah reached the age of 17, Maim@n al-Qaddah
proclaimed him Imdm, and the Shi®ites made no objection to recognising him

as such.“37

Abfl al-Qdsim al-Bust?, the Zaidi Mu®tazilite authority who wrote a refuta-
tion of Isma“ilism, claims that €Abdallah ibn Maimin won over to his
teaching Muhammad ibn 1smat1 ibn Ja®far al-§adiq. They were both forced
to escape because of the €Abbasid persecution to the neighbourhood of
al-Kiifa where Muhammad died. “Abdalldh, however, kept his death secret

until Muhammad's son Muhammad grew up.

Concerning this Muhammad, some authorities say he is Muhammad ibn Muhammad

ibn Isma®T1, others that he is Muhammad ibn ®Abdalldh ibn Maimfin al-Qaddah.

a . : .
In any case the da wa remained secret and its leaders Muhammad, his brothers

Ahmad and al-Husain, and nephew Sa®?d ibn al-Husain were persecuted; in the

days of Sa®td the da‘wa became public.39

€Abdallah ibn Maimdn
or

Muhammad ibn Isma®il
|
t |

Muhammad Ahmad al-Husain

5a®td (=Abdalldh; “Ubaid-
alldh al-Mahd?i)
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So here we have the Imam al-Mahdi Sa“Td ibn al-Husain whom Ab{ “Abdallah
al-Shi®f released from the prison in Sijilmdsa where he had landed in an
attempt to join his followers in North Africa. But as we know the under-

ground conspiracy eventually turned into a victorious revolution.

In 1958 the well known authority on Fatimid history, Dr. Husayn F. al-
Hamdani published a letter said to be written by the first Fitimid Caliph
and addressed to one of his followers in Yemen. The letter makes it clear
that Ja“far al-53diq did not appoint either Isma1l or Misa al-Kizim to

be his successor, but another of his sons whose name was  Abdallah: "Every
Shi‘ite schism clung to one of the four sons of Ja“far ibn Muhammad, viz.
Misa, Ismacil, Muhammad and ®Abdallah [...] The legitimate Imdm, however,
was "Abdallah ibn Ja“far, but the knowledge of his rank as Im@m was pos—
sessed only by the Gates (Bdbs) and confidants as a measure of safety for
him, " 0

In order to divert persecutors “Abdallah's son Muhammad assumed the an-—
cestry of Ismi“f1 as a camouflage; he and his followers referred to the
Imamate of “Abdall@h by calling him Ismd"11, and to himself as Muhammad
More confusion was created because the Imams had several esoteric names
in addition to their real ones. So, in addition to calling himself
Muhammad ibn Isma“11, he adopted the name of his client Maimin. Muhammad
ibn Ismd“%f1's (i.e. Muhammad ibn CAbdallﬁh's) son "Abdallih assumed the
name “Abdalladh ibn Maimiin, which gave rise to the above-mentioned story
that “Abdallah ibn Maimin al-Qadddh was the real progenitor of the

Fatimid dynasty.h

The real name of the Mahdi's (the writer of the letter) predecessor was
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, although he was known by the name of his brother al-
Husain ibn Ahmad. Muhammad (called al-Husain) vested in his nephew sa®fd
ibn al-Husain ibn Ahmad the Imamate till his son €AlT ibn Muhammad ibn
Ahmad could take over from him; CAli, however, died on his way to al-
I~L’:1gl-1rib."2 So Sa“fd served as a substitute for his cousin "Alf and when
Sa“fd died it was the son of CAlfT, Muhammad al-Qa’im, who became the

second Caliph of the Fitimid dynasty.



Ja“far al-Sidiq
|

1

I . Coid ACA
Mubammad Masa Abdallah Ismd 11
o
Abdalldh
(1sma®11)
Muhammad

(Muhammad ibn lsmﬁcil;

Maimiin)

CAbdalldh

(°Abdallah

ibn Maimiin)

|

Ahmad
(Mubammad)
r ]
Muhammad al-Husain
(al—ﬁusain;
Muhammad ibn
Muhammad )
CALT sa®12d
(“Abdallah;
Ubaidalldh)

Muhammad al-Q3”im

So were the FAtimids the descendants of Fatima through Isma“il or pos-
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sibly through Cabdallah? Or were they the descendants of Maimdn al-Qadddh?

In the end the answer to this is not, nor ha
nificant; in the early 10th century AD enough people believed in their

claim to be descendants of the Prophet through his daughter Fitima to

s it been, particularly sig-

make it possible for them to rise to power in North Africa. And bearing

in mind the movement's underground and clandestine nature we mu

the time being at least - be satisfied with this.

st - for
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