RAMAYANA NOTES I

Jobn Brockington

The various members of the Institute for Asian and African Studies working in
South Asian studies have long been valued colleagues and friends. It therefore
gives me great pleasure to contribute to this felicitation volume in honour of Bertil
Tikkanen. Since he is a noted scholar in the field of South Asian linguistics, it
seems appropriate to contribute this modest note, the first in a series on particular
grammatical topics and vocabulary items in the Ramayana.!

Among the less frequent forms occurring in the Ramadyana are those nominal
forms (whether substantives or adjectives) which are turned into an adverbial
prefix (gati) ending in -7 before Vkr or Vbhii by the taddhita suffix cvi (Panini
1.4.61, als0 5.4.50—51, 6.4.152 and 7.4.26—32). There are 81 such verbal formations
in total in the text of the Critical Edition but at least 107 in the passages relegated
to the apparatus and to Appendix I (including variant readings noted in the
critical apparatus); the collection of forms was originally done manually but has
subsequently been checked against the electronic text, though not of course for
the *passages and App.I passages, where the collection may well not be complete.
I will first list all the forms occurring in the Critical Edition,* along with their
occurrences in the Mabdabbarata for the more frequent or significant ones, and
then make some remarks about their distribution and about individual instances.

angikrta 2.1800%1
angibbavati 3.47.26¢
andhakarikrta 6 App.1.27.349 and App.l.54.41
abhyantarikrta 6.51.14d

1 This is a revised and updated version of a note originally intended for the felicitation
volume of an Indian colleague, now finally abandoned. Consequently the second in the series,
“Ramayana Notes II: terms for anger”, has already been published in Studia Indologica:
Professor Satya Ranjan Banerjee Felicitation Volume, ed. Jagat Ram Bhattacharyya (Delhi,
2007), pp. 161—-172.

2 All references to the Valmiki Ramayana are to the Critical Edition (The Valmiki-Ramdyana,
critically edited for the first time, 7 vols, gen. eds G.H. Bhatt & U.P. Shah, Baroda, 1960—1975).
Similarly, references to the Mahbabharata are to its Critical Edition (The Mahabharata,
critically ed. V.S. Sukthankar et al., 19 vols, Poona, 1933—1966).

Studia Orientalia 108 (2010), pp. 21—27
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akultkrta

amisikrta
urarikrtya
ekikrta
kalusikrta

kavalikrta
kasayikrta
kimpurusikrta
kubjikrta
krkalibbita
krsikrta
kosthakikrtya
ksanibbiita
khandikrta
gospadikrta
ghanibbiita
cakrikrta

cirnikrta

cirnibbiita

Jjadikrta

Jjarjarikrta

Jjarjarikrtya
Jjarjaribbiita
trnikrta

trnikrtya

trptibbita
drdhikarana

dronikrta

6.5.22d(ifc), 1.1081*1, 4.810*9, 6 App.L.57.93 (cf. °krtya MBh.7.121.9¢,
12.4.19a; also akulibhava MBh. 12.197.3¢)

1.42*1(iic)

5.273%2

5.7.59¢(iic)

1.35.23b(ifc), 59.22b, 63.12d(ifc), 5.57.5d(ifc), 7.95.9b, 1.1181*19(ifc),
6.1067*1(iic), 3325*(ifc), App.1.3.177, App.1.6.68, App.1.26.2,

7 App.1.8.120,168(ifc) (also at MBh. 3.240.14d; cf. kalusibhita and
kalusibbavati MBh. 12.329.163)

6.32.4b

6 App.l.30.24(iic) and App.I.33.26(iic)
7.79-24b

1.771*3 and 775%1

7 App.1.8.38

6 App.1L.57.28(ifc)

6 App.l.12.13

7.85.21¢

3 App.L.7.21

5.34.7d, 1.6*1(iic), 42*1(iic), 5.696*2[L.v.]
2.111.7b

6.1985*(iic)

5.54.15d, 5.970*2, 6 App.I.37.12 (also MBh. 6.112.49¢, 8.61.4b[l.v.],
15.6.24c¢)

6 App.1.62.335

1.75.113,12b, 4.60.15d, 7.12.28a, 4.25%(ifc), 5 App.l.7.10, 6.434*2,
7.235%2 (cf. ajadikrta MBh. 12.263.5d)

4.12.22b, 7.21.20b, v.I. (of 17 mss) 7.29.32b, 6.2055*, 2057*3, 7.439*1,
App.1.1.148 (also MBh. 3.263.4d, 7.69.60b, 9.57.31a (iic), 12.15.52b;
cf. vijarjarikaroti MBh. 12.309.40b)

6.2057*3

6 App.L.27.424 (also MBh. 3.12.492)

1.42%2(iic)

6 App.L.15.61, App.1.18.18 (also MBh. 1.180.2b, 5.148.11b, 7.107.15a,
116.14¢)

6 App.L.75.32

2.84.20b (cf. drdhikara MBh. 12.192.105bc, 258.15¢)

5.42*2 (absent also from the text of the Mahbabbarata)



dvigunikrta

navikrta
nibsamsayikrta
nirantarikrta
nirvisayikrta
nispradhanikrta
pindikrtva
pindikrtya

purusibhita
pesikrta
pesikrtva
prakatikrta
prakasikarana
prakasikrta
pradaksinikrtya

pradaksinikrta
pramanikrta
pralambikyta
babulibbita
balisikriyate
bhasmarasikrta
bhasmi + Vkr
bhasmikrta

bbasmikrtya
bhasmikrtva
bhasmibbita

mandalikrta

mandikrta
masakikrta
mamsikrta

misribhiita
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3.33.33b(iic), 3.1217*2(iic), 1220*1(iic), 6 App.1.56.248(iic) (also
MBAh. 6.96.43b, 7.18.9b(iic), 87.62¢

2.110.92
6.45.11b

6 App.1.27.365

2.96.4d

6 App.L.53.91

v.l. (of $1 D6) 3.64.33b

6 App.L.27.211 (also MBh.12.188.5¢; cf. pindikrta MBh. 3.40.50b,
pindikaroti MBh. 12.188.10b)

7.80.25a (absent from the text of Mahbabharata)
2 App.1.26.70

3.64.33b (also e.g. MBh.1.700%6)

6.1647%6

2.6.18a(iic)

5.8.27¢(iic)

1.75.23¢, 6.2089*1 , 3683*7, 3687*9[l.v.] (also MBh. 12.58.29c,
318.61¢, 13.20.473, 14.62.21a)

4.64.15¢, 5.37.36¢, 66.20¢, 5.1110%6

6.104.16a

4.12.6b(iic)

6.52.302

3.15.36d

1.39.28¢, 40.12¢,19¢, 1.884%, 885* (also MBh. 1.39.9¢)

5.38.15d, 65.27d, 6.3239*2, App.L.24.4 (also MBh. 3.98.23d, 7.134.65¢)

1.54.7¢, 5.53.7d, 7.35.7¢, 5.1246%, 1266*2, 7.1041*3 (also MBh. 5.61.9c,
13.141.28b)

v.l. (of B1—3) 7.21.27d

7.59.21¢, v.l. (of N G1 M7.9) 7.21.27d

1.58.18b, 3.60.20b, v.l. 1.939*2, 1.1279*2, 6 App.1.27.428 (also MBh.
1.6.12¢, 39.7a, 46.30Db. 3.285.5d, 9.61.14c¢, 11.25.33d)

3.24.15b(iic), 6 App.l.44.20(iic), App.1.46.24(iic) (also MBh.
1.123.60b, 6.96.16a, 104.353, 7.66.26¢, 100.32b, 114.23b, 135.41b,
8.15.27b; cf. mandalibhita MBh. 7.21.14c¢, 114.34c and KA 6.2.14)

5 App.L.4.5(imc)

1.6*1(iic)

v.l. 2 App.L.26.70

6.3661%2
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yuktikrta
rasikrta
vacanikrta
vastkartum

vasikarana

vasikrta

vasikrtya
vasibbita
vanarikrta
viciarnikarana
vijanikrta
vitathikrta
vidalikrta
viphalikrta
viphalibbita
vimukbikrta
vimukhikrtya
virabikrta
visakalikrta
vyasanikrta
vyakulikrta

Sakalikurvan
Sakalikrta
Sakalibbavita
Sakalibbita

Sittkrtva

Syamikrtva
samkulikrta
sajji + \V/bbii

saphalikrta

samayikrta

5.6.8¢[l.v.](iic)

6.42.11b, v.l. 2 App.I.26.70

7.46.4d

6 App.1.53.35

1.705%2 (cf. vasikara MBh. 13.17.79b)

v.l. (of S2 B1.2 D1—3.8—12) 6.101.8d, 6 App.1.32.84 (also MBh.
3.92.22b, 171.14d, 175.19b, 218.6d, 252.20¢, 4.44.10d, 11.4.11b,
12.124.19d, 13.2.79d)

1.26.3d

3.313* (also MBh. 3.15.21¢, 12.295.30a)
6.31.85d

5.993*(iic)

7.47.6b

6.38.14d, 5.1248*1

v.l. (of N B3.4 Dg) 6.42.19d

1.46.2b, 57.12b, 1.1005%1, 1013*2

2.430*1, 438%2

1.67.7d, 75.19d, 6.88.26d(iic), 1.1379*38, 4 App.1.23.16, 6 App.1.55.59
7.23.30¢, 6.1564*3

4.1.46d

v.l. (of $ B1 D1.3.8.12.13) 6.42.19d, 6.1782*2
7 App.1.8.76

5.54.22b(iic), 6 App.l.3.7 (also MBh. 6.92.46¢, 7.8.28a; cf.
vyakulikrtya MBh. 7.18.25a, 101.20a, vyakulibbita Mbh. 7.134.252)

4.30.152
3.60.50d, 2.159*1, 1602*2
7.26.44d

3.1172*2, 6 App.1.27.426

2.65.5a (cf. s1ibbuita MBh. 12.192.122b, 306.10a, and Sitibbavisyasi
MBh. 12.306.9d)

4.29.24b

2.1906*1

3.65.10a (°bhava), 4.24.18a (°bhavantu), 7.25.29d (°bhavantu), 27.4c
(°bhavatra, v.. °bhavantu), 6 App.1.19.111 (*bhavantu) (also MBh.
2.21.2d. 3.42.7d, 128.19¢, 153.72, 232.6d, 14.51.3b, 16.8.12d; cf. sajji
+ Vkr MBh. 13.53.29a, 15.29.20c, 16.8.11a)

1.1233*%1

2.101.16d
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samavayikrta 6.1051%14

sami + Vkr 6.51.24d (Ckuru), 53.8d (kartum), 115.5a (Ckuruta, v.. *kriyamtam),
2.1866*1 (*kurvan), 6 App.1.3.214 (karigyami) (also MBh. 5.24.8b)

samikyta 4.27.33d, 6.42.3d, 3.270*3 (also MBh. 3.145.21a)

samibbata 6 App.1.14.36 (also MBh. 12.137.20¢)

saksibhita 3.43.28b (absent from text of Mahabharata)

sthiribhava v.l. 2.23.25d (cf. sthiribhiita MBh. 7.76.2¢, 113.3d, 135.16e, 170.10a,

sthiribhavata MBh. 9.31.17f, 12.202.30c, sthiribhiya Mbh. 15.45.9a,
sthirtkrtya MBh. 12.294.14a, sthirtkartum MBh. 13.22.5b)

sphitikrta 2.1516%6(iic)
svikaroti 4.54.3d (cf. svikurutre at MBh. 3.34.67d)
svikrta v.l. (of B) 4.12.6b(imc)

As can be seen from this list, the great majority are non-finite forms and of
those almost all are past participles or absolutives, where the widest range of
bases occurs. There is considerable vacillation in the formation of the absolutive
between krtya and krtva, to a greater extent than this listing reveals, since in many
instances both forms are found in different manuscripts. The only other non-
finite forms occurring are the following: drdbikarana 2.84.20b, prakasikarana
2.6.18a(iic), vasikarana 1.705*2, vasikartum 6 App.1.53.35, vicarnikarana 5.993*(iic),
Sakalikurvan 4.30.15a, Sakalibhavita 7.26.44d (agent noun used as periphrastic
future), samikartum 6.53.8d, and samikurvan 2.1866*1.

Finite verbal forms are effectively limited to three bases that yield meanings not
easily expressed by other means: bhasmsi, sajji and svi. There is just one exception
in the text — balistkriyate at 3.15.36d — but Laksmana’s description of winter at
3.15 is in a much more ornate style than the average and so this form can hardly
be regarded as typical of the Ramayana. There is another exception in the variant
reading (of Dt1 Dd1 Dm1 T3 Ma2.3) sthiribhava at 2.23.25d. The actual forms
which occur from the three bases noted are: bhasmikarisyatab 5.38.15d and 65.27d,
bhasmikuryar 6.3239*2 post., and bbasmikuryam 6 App.l.24.4 post.; sajjibbava
3.65.104, sajjibhavantu 4.24.18a, 7.25.20d and 6 App.l.19.111, and sajjibbavata 7.
27.4¢ (v.l. *bhavantu); samikuru 6.51.24d, samikuruta 6.115.5a (v.l. *kriyamtam)
and samikarispami 6 App.1.3.214; and svikaroti 4.54.3d. Even among these, the
occurrence of bhasmikarisyatah at 5.38.15d must be regarded as questionable,
since the whole passage 5.38.12—20b is omitted by N2 V B D6 and within that
verses 12—17 are largely identical with 5.65.24—29 (containing at 27d the other
occurrence of this form). Nevertheless, it is noteworthy that the noun bhasman
provides the only examples of forms made with the taddhita suffix sa# (Pagnini
5.4.52—54) to be found in the Ramayana; bhasmasatkrta occurs at 1.43.1d, 7.28.1b,
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bhasmasatkrtva at 7.53.9c¢ (also MBh. 6.78.40a, 7.18.15bc, 81.33a, 12.330.44a),
and bhasmasadbhuta at 6.91.23a, 7.27.41c and 72.16a (also MBh. 1.6.3¢, 3.106.4a,
186.59¢, 12.249.82).> However, only one of these instances comes from the earlier
books, the Ayodhyd to Yuddha kandas, and the sarga 6.91 in which it occurs seems
in fact to be a relatively late part of those books. These -sat forms seem, therefore,
not to belong to the language of the earlier stages of the Ramayana but rather
to its third and later stages.+

On the other hand, the forms prefixed with bbasmi, sajji and sv7 occur more often
in the first than in the second stage, though substantially more frequent from the
third stage onwards; they are also relatively more frequent in the Mahabharata,
as the occurrences noted above demonstrate, and may be regarded as part of the
epic language at all periods. However, if these are excluded from the totals given
in the second paragraph,’ the frequency of the other forms increases with the
later stages (20 in the first stage, 24 each in both the second stage and the shorter
third stage, and almost one hundred in the fourth and fifth stages), suggesting that
they belong to the type of learned grammatical form — of which the periphrastic
future is the most striking example — characteristic of the language of the later

3 In variant readings there also occur finite and separable forms: kuru ... bhasmasad v.1. at
5.20.20cd (also at MBh. 8.26.21d) and bhasmasad akarot v.1. at 7.21.27d. Further instances
from the Mahabharata besides those already cited are: bhasmasadbbaver MBh. 1.29.7d,
bhasmasatkurute MBh. 6.26.37b,d, ma karsir bhasmasat MBh. 8.24.122c, karomi bhasmasat
MBh. 8.49.97d, abbin ... bhasmasar MBh. 9.16.39¢, bhasmasat ... karisyati MBh. 9.62.12d,
karigyati bhasmasar MBh. 13.56.5d, bhasmasat ... jagama MBh. 13.95.48d, and bbasmasan
nitah MBh. 15.43.13¢ and 44.33a. This form is therefore an infrequent phenomenon in the
Mabhabhdrata also, with only two instances in those parvans where they occur (and three in
the Bhigma and Karna parvans).

4 For my analysis of the Ramdyana into stages, see my Righteous Rama: The Evolution of an
Epic, Delhi: OUP, 1985, also “Some Ramayana Textual Issues”, India in Warsaw / Indie w
Warszawie, ed. Danuta Stasik & Anna Trynkowska, Warszawa: Elipsa, 2006, pp. 202—212
(this discusses the minor refinements to that analysis made in the process of preparing Rama
the Steadfast: An Early Form of the Ramayana, tr. John Brockington & Mary Brockington,
London: Penguin Books, 2006). The first stage is the reasonably homogeneous core of the
Ayodhya to Yuddha kandas, the second stage comprises the material within those books
which shows evidence of later reworking or addition, the third stage consists of the Bala and
Uttara kandas, and the fourth and fifth stages comprise the *passages and App.I passages
with good or poor manuscript support respectively. The main argument for my analysis is
contained in the second chapter (pp. 16—61) but a convenient tabular summary may be found
on p. 330. The first and second stages each comprise about 37—38% of the text and the third
almost 25%, with the fourth and fifth stages roughly equal in length to the text.

5 If they are included, the first and second stages show very similar proportions, with 25
and 26 respectively, but the third stage with 30 contains over 37% of the instances in the text
in barely 25% of its extent. The fourth and fifth stages contain almost a third more than in
the whole of the text.
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parts, when the epic language is appreciably influenced by Paninian models.® At
all times, though, these forms constitute an infrequent feature of the language

of the Ramayana.

6 The distribution of the instances incidentally noted from the Mahabbarata suggests that
there too these forms tend to be later, since the parvans in which more than ten occur are
Aranyaka (18), Drona (21) and Santi (21), while the next highest number of occurrences is

six in both the Adi and the Anusisasana parvans.






