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SIIRI TOIVIAINEN
What Is Enough – What Is Too Much? Need 
(khreia) and Pleasure (hēdonē) in the Thinking 
of Gregory of Nyssa
This article argues that, for Gregory of Nyssa, need is a 
crucial principle that sets the standard for material con-
sumption and physical wellbeing. After tracing com-
mon features of the ancient discourse on bodily needs, 
the article demonstrates Gregory’s close relationship to 
the Graeco-Roman notion of need as a limit of material 
desires and an inevitable, yet reasonable, requirement 
of Nature. However, the way in which Gregory repeat-
edly contrasts need and pleasure as two conflicting 
goals gives his discussion a unique emphasis. Finally, 
the article reflects on the relationship between need 
and happiness, suggesting points of contact between 
Gregory and the ancient tradition of eudaimonistic eth-
ics.

ULLA TERVAHAUTA
Why Did the Christians in Upper Egypt Read 
Plato and Hermes? Nag Hammadi Codex VI  
and its Scarlet Thread
Nag Hammadi Codex VI is a collection of Christian and 
Hermetic writings with an excerpt from Plato’s Republic 
in their middle. One of the key themes reflected in the 
eight writings concerns the soul’s progress. In this arti-
cle, I discuss Codex VI as a compilation made in the late 
4th-century Egypt in an ascetic Christian context. The 
inclusion of Plato’s and Hermetic texts indicates a re-
ceptiveness to their teachings that was also evidenced 
by other Christian authors in the 3rd and 4th centuries. 
Although no direct commentary of Plato or Hermes is 
made, the excerpt from the Republic is translated in a 
way that creates a Christian interpretation of the text.

MARI ISOAHO 
The Prince of Rus against the Ishmaelites:  
Early 12th-century Kiev as the Setting for the 
End of the World
In this paper I argue that the Primary Chronicle of Kiev, 
written at the beginning of the 12th century, was a 
full-fledged continuation of the tradition of Christian 
universal chronicles drawing parallels between histori-
cal events and events mentioned in sacred texts. I dem-
onstrate how the Chronicle drew its typology from the 
Revelation of Pseudo-Methodius, a popular apocalypse 
widely known both in Byzantium and in Western Europe 
in the era of the Crusades. This typology fundamentally 
directed the narrative layout of the text, presenting the 
last two Kievan rulers – Svyatopolk Izyaslavich (ruled 
1096–1113) and his successor Vladimir Monomakh 
(ruled 1113–1125) – in the role of the Last Emperor in 
the final battles before the End of the World.

SERAFIM SEPPÄLÄ
Der el-Zor: Armenian Auschwitz and the 
Struggle for Memory
The most important symbol of the Armenian genocide 
and its systematic incomprehensibility is Der el-Zor, 
often compared with Auschwitz. In Armenian poetry 
and other arts, it is used to symbolise the destruction 
and suffering of 1915. In 1991, a memorial church was 
opened on the site with a display of Armenians’ relics 
gathered from the desert. This unique place of remem-
brance and pilgrimage was destroyed by Isis in Septem-
ber 2014, and thus the 100th anniversary of the Armeni-
an genocide will be celebrated with the most important 
place of remembrance in ruins. Paradoxically, this seems 
like an appropriate way to celebrate the memory of a 
genocide that has been constantly and aggressively de-
nied for 100 years.
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