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The Bookseller Pietari Joosef Vaananen and
His Circles as Promoters of a Pietistic Reading
Culture in the Savo-Karelian Province

Pietari Joosef Vadndnen (1784-1846) was a pie-
tist layman who founded Finland’s first inland
bookstore, at Kuopio, in 1819. The article brings
together Vadnanen’s lifework as a bookseller and
his endeavours as a promoter of a pietistic read-
ing culture in collaboration with international
evangelical and Moravian circles. The essential
nodes in Vddndnen’s network were his partner
Henrik Renqvist and reverend John Paterson, a
commissioner of the British and Foreign Bible
Society. Vadndnen and his circles circulated evan-
gelical tracts in Finland at the grassroots level.
Through Paterson, descriptions of Vadnénen’s
efforts spread as far as America and were read as
part of the international evangelical awakening.

PEKKA METSO, ESKO RYOKAS
& ILKKA HUHTA

A Discussion on the Definition of the Role of

the Deacon in the Finnish Orthodox Church
in the 1920s and 1930s

In newly independent Finland, the national Or-
thodox Church was recognized by the state in 1918,
its status affirmed by decree. Therein, the duties
of a deacon were defined as assistance to the
priest in worship, preaching, charity work, and
administration. Although the Orthodox Church
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had seen charitable work and preaching as part of
the deacon’s original ministry in the early church,
the deacon’s role remained predominantly litur-
gical in the early 20th century: they worked as
cantors and assisted priests in the liturgy. In the
1920s and 1930s, there were efforts to extend the
deacon’s duties to include charitable work, follow-
ing the example of the Lutheran church, but they
never came to fruition.

KATI TERVO-NIEMELA, LAURA KALLATSA
& JENNI SPANNARI

Religious Continuity and Discontinuity
in Families: Four Metathemes

This article analyses religious continuity and
discontinuity in families using a mixed methods
approach. Using three-generational interviews
among Finnish families (58 interviewees across
16 families) and survey data collected in five
countries (N=8 404), we have extrapolated themes
that have proven the most meaningful for under-
standing religious continuity and discontinuity
in families. We have found four metathemes: 1)
Religion as a shared vs. private matter; 2) Safety
and closeness vs. insecurity and distantness; 3)
Structure and content and 4) Flexibility vs. stasis.
This article is linked to the Templeton-funded
project The Transmission of Religion across
Generations: A Comparative International Study
of Continuities and Discontinuities in Family
Socialization.
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