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SUSANNA ASIKAINEN

Manly Death? The Masculinity of Jesus in the
Synoptic Passion Narratives

The article discusses the Synoptic Passion narra-
tives with reference to the hegemonic ideals of
masculinity in the ancient Greco-Roman world.
From the perspective of self-assertive masculinity,
the Synoptic Passion narratives do not manage to
portray Jesus as masculine. In the Gospels of Mark
and Matthew, the emotional behavior of Jesus in
Gethsemane and his agonised last words on the
cross call his masculinity into question also from
the perspective of self-controlled masculinity. The
Gospel of Luke comes closest in presenting Jesus
according to the ideal of self-controlled mascu-
linity, depicting Jesus as calm and composed
throughout the Passion narrative. Nevertheless,
the humiliation of crucifixion means that it is dif-
ficult to ascertain whether ancient readers would
have considered Jesus masculine.

TEEMU RATINEN

Can a Man Surrender to God? Masculinity in
Crisis in the Therapeutic Church

Two distinctive cultural processes, feminisation
and psychologisation, have altered Finnish reli-

gious life and particularly the Evangelical-Luther-
an Church of Finland in the past few decades.
This article focuses on the cultural construction
of masculinity with reference to a changing reli-
gious ethos. Specifically, the article discusses the
relationship between heterosexual masculinity
and culturally imposed images of God. Autobio-
graphical material and self-help texts suggest that
heterosexual masculinity is at risk when God is
comprehended, in accordance with the therapeu-
tic ethos, as a cosmic and all-loving therapist.

TAINA KALLIOKOSKI

Who Is Responsible for the Evil of School
Shootings?

The two Finnish school shootings that occurred
in Jokela 2007 and in Kauhajoki 2008 generated
a huge public debate. This article analyses the
discussions in the newspaper Helsingin Sanomat
from a moral philosophical perspective, employ-
ing the concepts of action, good, evil and respon-
sibility. In the data, the evil of school shootings is
conceptualised as committed, experienced, struc-
tural and substantial. The public debate looked
for accountability and discussed ways to prevent
recurrences. The article argues that understanding
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school shootings as intentional actions and not as
outcomes of societal or structural shortcomings
increases the probability of preventing shootings
in the future.

JAKOB DAHLBACKA

For God and Country: Religious Uses of
History in the Historical Writings of Anders
Svedberg

Analysing two history schoolbooks by Anders
Svedberg (1832-1889), this article enters the
relatively unexplored terrain of religious uses of
history. While Svedberg’s first book demonstrates
how God has guided Christians through history,
thus urging his pupils to learn from the past, his
second book attributes the rise of the Finnish
nation to the gradual spread of Christianity, thus
identifying Finns as God's chosen people. In both
cases, references to the Bible and to the history of
the church are at the forefront. When applied in
a religious “‘community of memory’, like the one
at hand in Svedberg's case, such a religious use of
history intensifies the message being delivered.

Translation: Jaakko Mantyjarvi
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