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HETA HURSKAINEN & PEKKA METSO

Unity and Its Limits in the Responses of  
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland 
and the Finnish Orthodox Church  
to the Statement The  Church:  
Towards a Common Vision

In this article, we analyse the responses of the 
Finnish Lutheran and Orthodox churches to the 
WCC statement The Church: Towards a Common 
Vision (2013) from the perspective of unity. We 
show, firstly, that a certain kind of unconscious rec-
onciliation can be discerned from either response; 
secondly, that the Lutheran Church is more open 
to a creative rethinking of its doctrinal tradition 
for the sake of unity than the Orthodox Church, 
which prefers identifying elements of its own tra-
dition in those of other churches. Thirdly, we show 
that the response by the Finnish Lutheran Church 
reflects an intention of being a globally influential 
Lutheran church, while the Finnish Orthodox re-
sponse concerns itself more with a local context.

AILA MIELIKÄINEN

Finnish Translations of John 3:16

John 3:16, ‘the Gospel in a nutshell’, is perhaps the 
best-known single verse in the New Testament 
and is considered to contain the core of the gos-
pel. The verse has often been quoted in several 
languages as an independent text and interpreted 
separated from its larger context. This article ex-
amines how the Finnish translations of the verse 
have changed over time, from the 16th to the 21st 
century. The oldest translations clearly bear marks 
of influence from foreign languages, especially 

from Swedish and German, while the 20th-centu-
ry translations have taken into account the syntac-
tic and linguistic changes that have taken place in 
the standard language. Archaic words have been 
replaced by newer ones, though some transla-
tions have retained old-fashioned expressions of 
‘Biblical language’. The complex structure of the 
verse has been preserved as a single sentence in 
all the translations studied here, but its content 
has sometimes been modified in ways that alien-
ate it from the original Greek text.

HANNA SALOMÄKI

Changes in Voter Turnout in the Parochial 
Elections of the Finnish Lutheran Church

This article discusses patterns of changes in voter 
turnout in the parochial election of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of Finland from the year 2000 
onwards. The focus here is on regional differences 
in voter turnout, the changes in the voting be-
haviour of young voters and the shifts in reasons 
given for voting or abstaining. The research data 
used in this article comprise voting registries and 
post-election surveys (2006, 2010, 2014). The study 
shows that voter turnout was at its highest in small 
parishes in which voter turnout is also high during 
national elections. In more populous urban par-
ishes, voter turnout remained generally very low, 
especially among young voters. Attitudes towards 
voting have changed, as young voters tend not to 
consider voting a civil responsibility, unlike older 
generations. The most significant reasons given 
for abstaining were that voting in parochial elec-
tions was not a regular habit and that the voters 
were unaware of the candidates’ platforms.
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