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MARIA TAKALA-ROSZCZENKO

The 1928 Independence Day Celebration of 
the Finnish Orthodox Church in the Context 
of Nationalization

On 25 November 1928, the Orthodox Church of 
Finland celebrated its tenth year of independence. 
This article discusses the anniversary celebration 
in the context of the nationalization that the Or-
thodox Church underwent in the early days of 
Finnish independence. The clergy’s reports from 
local festivities testify to widespread nationalistic 
reinterpretations of the history and status of the 
Church. The event was meticulously planned to 
evoke a sense of community in the Church that 
was recently torn by sectarian disputes. Neverthe-
less, the event propagated an idealistic image of a 
national Finnish Church that overlooked the real-
ity of a decidedly multicultural Finland.

AKU VISALA

On the Theology of Artificial Intelligence

Given that the ethical and political challenges 
posed by artificial intelligence are widely dis-
cussed in developed societies, the lack of sys-
tematic theological engagement with artificial 
intelligence is highly surprising. This article seeks 
to analyze recent work on artificial intelligence 

and theology as well as to provide an outline for 
the theology of artificial intelligence. On spe-
cific moral and ethical issues (such as the future 
of work, automated traffic, and data security), 
theologians have so far made few contributions. 
However, theology might be able to contribute 
to the more general discussion by focusing on 
artificial intelligence in the context of theological 
anthropology, especially in terms of the nature of 
intelligence and the doctrine of the image of God. 
The article then concludes with some reflections 
on theological anthropology and the future of hu-
man intelligence.   

TIMO KOISTINEN

Problems of Theodicy: Two Perspectives 

This paper deals with some ethical, theological, 
metaphysical, and meta-philosophical arguments 
that have been posited against conceptual frame-
works in the discussion of theodicy. In particular, I 
note affinities and differences between the ways 
D. Z. Phillips and Brian Davies have criticized con-
temporary formulations of theodicy. I also analyze 
the relationship between their thinking by taking 
up the question of the nature and aim of the phi-
losophy of religion.
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DAN-JOHAN EKLUND

Is God’s Existence Possible?

The article analyses the metaphysical possibility of 
God’s existence from the viewpoint of theories of 
modal knowledge proposed by David Chalmers, 
Timothy Williamson, and E. J. Lowe. The article’s 
conclusion is that these theories do not support 
the metaphysical possibility of God’s existence. 
While it may seem like this conclusion would have 
crucial implications for the meaningfulness of 
religious discourse on God, the author suggests 
that this is not so, since God’s possibility in a weak 
sense—that is, in terms of epistemic and concep-
tual possibility—suffices to make discourse on 
God meaningful.

MATTI HÄYRY

The Ethics of Acting Together and Justice

The article examines Jaana Hallamaa’s theory of 
ethics, as presented in her recent book Yhdessä 
toimimisen etiikka (“The ethics of acting together”), 
comparing it to philosophical theories of justice. 
Six doctrines of justice are located on a conceptual 
map, Hallamaa’s view being placed near identity 
politics, capability approaches, and possibly some 
interpretations of communitarianism. Hallamaa 
rejects utilitarianism, and, at the economic level, 
libertarianism and socialism fall mostly outside her 
purview. The article concludes with two questions. 
First, can Hallamaa justifiably consider individuals 
simultaneously as essentially group members and 
as essentially independent individuals? Secondly, 
where is the place for nonhuman animals in her 
theory, which seems to be able to accommodate 
them but does not seem to do so?
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