In this number

MIIRATUOMINEN
Justice for Living Beings: Porphyry’s Ethics of
Abstinence

In this article, | argue that Porphyry's conception of
justice in On abstinence is remarkable for several rea-
sons. While I agree with Fay Edwards that Porphyry
does not assume the moral status of animals to de-
pend on their rationality, | argue that Porphyry’s claim
is not based on any form of the assumption that ani-
mals deserve moral consideration only if they share
some relevant property with human beings. Contrary
to Edwards, | argue that this is not because justice is
irrelevant to animals in On abstinence 3. Rather, ex-
tending abstinence from causing harm to humans to
apply also to non-human animals and plants is a con-
stitutive element in the higher forms of justice that
Porphyry requires of philosophers.

NOORA KOIVULAHTI
The Hierarchy of Humans and Other Animals
and the Ethical Demands of Animal Theology

In this article, I examine arguments on hierarchy and
anthropocentrism within animal theology. Hierarchy
is problematized in animal theology, since it is the
basis for anthropocentrism and among the bases
for the instrumental treatment of animals. Hierarchy
between humans and other animals can be inter-
preted either functionally or relationally or as the re-
sult of differences in moral value. | argue that, in both
cases, hierarchy is, nevertheless, a crucial part of the
construction of non-anthropocentric, ethical human
relationships with animals. That is, even though hier-
archy can function as grounds for anthropocentrism,
anthropocentrism is not a necessary result of hierar-
chy construction.

TONI J. KOIVULAHTI
The Time After Humanity: The Theology of
Thomas Altizer and Posthumanism

This article examines Thomas J. J. Altizer's "“Death of
God" theology and its compatibility with the field of
posthuman theory, particularly in the work of Rosi
Braidotti. Traditional versions of Christianity are usually
incompatible with posthumanism due to the mate-
rialist underpinnings of the latter. | show how special
features of Altizer's theology can in fact be combined

with non-anthropocentric posthumanism —namely,
its compatibility with the ideas of materialism and per-
spectivism. By combining Altizer's ideas on the self-
emptying of God with non-anthropocentric theory, |
further show how the combination of theology and
posthumanism can have notable consequences for
theological ethics.

EMMA KURENLAHTI, TERHI HANNOLA, &
MIKKO KURENLAHTI

Evil in Human-Animal Relations and the
Possibility of Liberation: Farm Animal
Obituaries as Communal and Educational
Salvation Narratives

This multidisciplinary article examines the formation
of alternative human-animal relations in the context
of farm animal sanctuaries. The research material con-
sists of farm animal obituaries published online by
two sanctuaries, one in Finland and the other in the
US. The material is approached from the perspective
of the ritualization of non-human death through dis-
course analysis. The results show how a common sal-
vation narrative identified from the data contributes
to attempts to achieve moral ideals and resist various
constructions of evil, as well as to implement specific
educational aims. Also, this narrative plays a significant
role not only in the construction of the social identity
of the sanctuaries but also in the negotiation of their
relationships with the surrounding society.

SANNA SAARI
Unarmed Samson and a Roaring Lion in Light of
Ancient Near Eastern Images

This article observes the portrayal of a violent en-
counter between a man and a lion in Judges 14:5-6
by mapping the literary image in the Biblical passage
and then comparing it with congruent visual sources
from the ancient Near East. The heroic encounter with
alion is a widely spread and well-attested motif in the
ancient Near East. There is a variety of images where
a monarch, deity, or a hero figure engage in one-on-
one combat with a raging lion. However, most visual
depictions of this motif include weapons, whereas
Samson in Judges 14:5-6 is depicted as an unarmed
lion slayer. This article discusses how the barehanded
killing of the lion influenced the visual portrayal of
Samson’s character.
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