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TOMMI LEHTONEN
The Main Types of
the Christian Doctrine of Atonement

This article presents a new classification system for the
Christian doctrine of atonement called "the houses of
reconciliation”, whose categories are the courthouse, the
shopping centre, the home, the hospital, the theatre and
the church. These "houses’ are used metaphorically to
represent different ways of conceptualising reconcilia-
tion. Theological considerations of different versions of
the doctrine of atonement tend to adopt a minimalist or
maximalist tendency. The minimalist or reductionist ten-
dency aims to choose one of the houses of reconciliation
and to justify this choice. The maximalist or pluralistic
tendency aims to occupy several houses.

SANNA LEHTINEN

Religion and Religious Organisation
in Project Collaboration: A Finnish
Evangelical-Lutheran Parish in Local
Projects of the European Social Fund

The article discusses how religion manifests itself in
project collaboration undertaken by an Evangelical-Lu-
theran parish. ESF project collaboration is religion-neutral
local action governed by the EU. The research question is

discussed through the dimensions of religion defined by
Hinde: doctrinal, ritual, moral and social. The ritual and
doctrinal dimensions of religion are marginal in project
collaboration, representing individual choices that are
irrelevant for the project as a whole. They do, however,
offer an interface for traditional church practices from
the parish point of view. By contrast, the moral and so-
cial dimensions are very important. Being less private,
they enable the politicising and publicising of religion.
Research findings indicate that a parish distinguishes
itself from all other actors in project collaboration through
its cultural capital, a tangible manifestation of religion.
This cultural capital is the most valuable resource that a
parish has in an increasingly multicultural and secular
society.

HARRI MERONEN
Insights into the Psalm Quoted by Jesus:
Paul Ricoeur’s Interpretation of Psalm 22

One of the most influential philosophers of the 20th cen-
tury, Paul Ricoeur (1913—2005), made a significant con-
tribution to Biblical and theological hermeneutics. This
article presents an analysis of his interpretation of Psalm
22. Ricoeur explains why this psalm, and the Psalms in
general, recur as a focus for prayer with extraordinary
vigour. He also interprets the theological and "theolo-
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goumenon” meanings of the psalm and explains what
important roles these have in the cluster of theologies and
the scriptures of the Old Testament, and also in the New
Testament and in canonical reading of the Bible.

KATRIINA JARVENPAA
Religion and the Media: Death Notices in
the Turun Sanomat Newspaper

Publishing a death notice in a newspaper is a cultural
practice, a means of informing friends and acquaint-
ances of the deceased. A death notice is also a means
for expressing and processing the loss experienced by
family members and organisations. This article discusses
death notices as a means of religious expression, explor-
ing changes in death notices between 1998 and 2008 in the
Turun Sanomat daily newspaper and seeking to deter-
mine how these death notices illustrate the role of religion
and how it has changed in the media.

Translation: Jaakko Mantyjarvi
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