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Editorial Note

It is often said but is worth repeating: to understand our world, we need 
to understand religion. We see the continuous role of religion in personal, 
social, and political life and in local and global matters, whether we are 
dealing with questions of climate change, migration, meaning, diversity, 
wellbeing, or human rights. The study of religion has also recurrently been 
shown to provide tools with which to understand many kinds of human 
interactions, not just those related to a transcendent reality. In this situation 
it is concerning to hear of colleagues losing their jobs or study of religion 
departments shrinking or closing at more and more universities.

Despite facing challenges in the Nordic countries too, it is inspiring to see 
the thought-provoking research in the study of religion being undertaken 
at universities and institutes across this region. This issue of the journal is 
another great example. It offers not just the traditional four peer-reviewed 
articles but six, written by a total of fourteen scholars from four different Nor-
dic countries, representing eight different universities and research institutes.

Siv Ellen Kraft starts the article section with a study of the presence of 
religion in nature-related conflicts in Sápmi and an exploration of the wild-
card dimension of such a presence. Religion is a relatively new topic in this 
debate; Kraft asks what religion can enable, facilitate, and contribute here. 
She also explores what indigeneity can add to the picture, and what the 
specific spaces of opportunity and limitation are for indigenous religion(s) 
on nature-based conflict grounds.

The second article continues with the theme of nature and conflict. 
Joona Vuorinen examines the framings of a demonstration against politi-
cal inactivity in climate change issues that took place in Helsinki in 2020, a 
demonstration where nonviolent civil disobedient activists were pepper-
sprayed. The source material consists of news articles and material by the 
demonstrators, Elokapina, and the police. Theories of nomos and liminal-
ity are applied to explain the actions of both parties, in addition to media 
framings of the event. 

Staying within the Finnish context, Miitta Järvinen, Terhi Utriainen, and 
Marja Tiilikainen examine interview accounts of Finnish educators of adult 
migrants as they relate to religion, arguing that the accounts are shaped by 
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a historically constructed Finnish religious lens. Rooted in the intertwined 
history of Lutheranism and secularism, this lens favours private, personal, 
and low-key expressions of religion. The educators express concern about 
whether the practice of Islam and its approach to time are compatible with 
Finnish working life, revealing both the model’s normative and affective 
understanding of religion. 

Turning to Denmark, Uffe Schjødt, Henrik Reintoft Christensen, Helene 
Støttrup Andersen, Niels Christian Hvidt, and Tobias Anker Stripp explore 
invisible Asatru in Denmark, or people outside organized groups who 
identify as Asatru. The authors examine this group’s demography and spir-
itual life. The invisible Asatru group shares several characteristics with the 
more visible organized Asatru, including active spiritual lives, a tendency 
to turn to nature, and an opposition to the church. The authors argue that 
Danish Asatru may best be understood as a pyramid with different levels 
of investment and organization. 

Leaving a directly Nordic context, Hannes Sonnenschein and Tomas 
Lindgren examine the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, arguing that religious 
socialization and radicalization within the movement are manifestations 
of the same process. The authors discuss how educational and communal 
narratives can normalize militaristic and messianic themes, establishing 
conditions conducive to radicalized identity formation. They argue that 
educational materials serve as conduits for transmitting Chabad Kabbalistic 
political theology to children and adolescents. The study thus illustrates the 
contextual narrative conditions that may predispose individuals to radical 
interpretations, without asserting a definitive causal link.

Finally, turning from the here and now to the world of dreams, Andreas 
Nordin demonstrates that dreams and dreaming are universal human 
experiences that form themes in most folk traditions, traditional societies, 
and world religions. Sacred values, for example, are often connected with 
supernatural dreams. By adopting key observations and tenets of the natu-
ralistic approach of the cognitive and evolutionary sciences of religion, the 
article uses explanatory models of the salience, recurring structures, and 
functions of supernatural dreaming to explore the lesser-known aspects of 
the cognition of supernatural agents in religious dreaming and the dream 
imagery of ritual interactions. The topics are explored with reference to 
research projects among Nepalese Hindus.

Including six articles, the issue is special in the sense that it is some-
what larger than normal, offering a variety of perspectives on the study of 
religion in the Nordic countries. It is also special in another way for us as 
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editors-in-chief, Minna Opas and Sofia Sjö, and for our book review editor, 
Alexandra Bergholm, as this is the last issue of Temenos for which we will 
be responsible. Starting in July this year, Jere Kyyrö and Tuomas Äystö will 
take over as editors-in-chief, and Mitra Härkönen as book review editor. 
We are very happy to leave the journal in the capable hands of these three 
excellent scholars of religion!

Our five years as editors of Temenos have taught us a lot. We have had 
the great privilege to gain an insight into the breadth of the field of the study 
of religion in the Nordic countries, which has both expanded our knowledge 
and helped us build essential research networks. The work has had its chal-
lenges. Being an editor comes with a great deal of responsibility. While our 
primary concern has been the quality of the journal, we have also wanted 
to support researchers in their work by providing a positive review process 
that helps develop the output of their research. This has not always been 
possible, and having to turn down submissions is never an enjoyable task. 
It is, however, part of guaranteeing the quality of research. The continuing 
uncertainty about the journal’s financial support has also caused concern, 
and we truly hope a solution to this will be found soon. 

Thankfully, we have had a great deal of support in our work. The edi-
torial team working with Temenos is made up of thoughtful and engaged 
professionals. We have a first-class advisory board that has provided useful 
feedback and expertise. We are also immensely grateful to all the authors, 
reviewers, and readers of Temenos. You make this journal what it is. Thank 
you!

Sofia Sjö and Minna Opas    


