
1. INTRODUCTION
Corrosion damage not only results in high costs for

inspection, repair, and replacement, but it also poses a public
safety risk, necessitating the production of new substances
that function as corrosion inhibitors, especially in corrosive
environments [1]. One of the most practical methods for
preventing corrosion is the use of organic molecules as
corrosion inhibitors, which is becoming increasingly
common. Organic inhibitors work by adsorption on the
metal surface and the formation of a protective film,
according to existing evidence [2,3]. Organic compounds
with high electron density heteroatoms, such as phosphorus,
sulfur, oxygen, and nitrogen, as well as those with multiple
bonds that serve as adsorption centers, are effective

corrosion inhibitors [4-7]. Oxadiazole derivatives have a
unique affinity for preventing metal corrosion in acid
solutions [8,9]. Because of their high chemical activity and
low toxicity, these heteroatom-rich compounds can be
considered environmentally friendly inhibitors [10]. Due to
the environmental consciousness and the negative effects of
certain chemicals, recent research efforts have focused on
developing low-cost, environmentally-friendly corrosion
inhibitors [11]. Mild steel is the world's most widely used
engineering and building material. The corrosion of mild
steel is a major academic and industrial problem that has
gotten a lot of attention recently [12]. Because of the extensive
use of mild steel, numerous studies on its corrosion
resistance have been performed. The majority of well-known
corrosion inhibitors are heterocyclic compounds with more
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ABSTRACT
In this investigation, an oxadiazole namely 5-(4-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)phenyl)-2-mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazole (PMO), 

was synthesized and explored as an inhibitor against the corrosion of mild steel in 1.0 M hydrochloric acid 
environment at various solution Temperatures 303-333 K. gravimetric, and microscopic techniques, namely, weight 
loss (WL), and scanning electron microscopy (SEM), have been used to evaluate the inhibitive performance of the 
tested PMO. The results of the WL method displayed that the inhibition efficiency (%IE) was found to increase with 
the inhibitor concentration, while it reduced with increasing temperature. Furthermore, the WL results reveal that 
PMO inhibits corrosion display an IE of 95% at the highest concentration of 0.005 M. The SEM images of the mild 
steel surface coupon after adding PMO revealed a wide coverage of PMO molecules on a mild steel surface. Hence, 
the high inhibiting efficiency acquired by the tested inhibitor was explained by the strong adsorption of PMO 
molecules on the surface of mild steel. A protective layer has been constructed and it separating the mild steel surface 
from the hydrochloric acid solution, and such adsorption was found to obey Langmuir adsorption isotherm. 
Moreover, the thermodynamic parameters suggested that the adsorption nature of PMO molecules on the coupon 
surface was chemo-physisorption. Quantum chemical calculations were conducted by density functional theory 
(DFT) which helps correlate the methodological findings with the theoretical investigations. The mechanism of PMO 
molecules as corrosion inhibitor for mild steel surface in the corrosive environment was also discussed.

Keywords: Mild steel, corrosion, inhibition, oxadiazol, pyrrole, Langmuir

39 TRIBOLOGIA - Finnish Journal of Tribology 3−4 vol 38/2021

https://doi.org/10.30678/fjt.105330
https://journal.fi/tribologia
mailto:dr.ahmed1975@gmail.com


Mustafa et.al. Inhibition Evaluation of 5-(4-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)phenyl)-2-mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazole for
the Corrosion of Mild Steel in an Acidic Environment: Thermodynamic and DFT Aspects

heteroatoms in their aromatic or long carbon chain systems.
[13,14]. It has long been understood that effective inhibitors
should have a large number of -electrons and unshared
electron pairs on the inhibitors' nitrogen or sulfur atoms to
the d-orbital of iron. Organic molecules' adsorption
properties are also influenced by their proportions, electron
density at donor atoms, and the orbital character of donating
electrons. [15,16]. The main adsorption centers are organic
compounds with functional electronegative groups, -
electron in triple or conjugated double bonds, and the
inclusion of aromatic rings in their structure, which are
normally strong inhibitors. [17]. New corrosion inhibitors
such as pyrazole, [18,19] triazole, [20,21] tetrazole, [22]
imidazole, [23], and oxadiazole derivatives [24,25] have
recently piqued the interest of many researchers. The
presence of nitrogen and oxygen atoms in the aromatic
system facilitates electrophilic attack, so oxadiazole
derivatives with different substituents were chosen as
corrosion inhibitors [26]. Quantum chemical calculations
have proven to be an important method for analyzing and
explaining a wide range of experimental findings. To
compare the obtained data with the inhibition performance,
semi-empirical methods of calculation were used. [27,28].
The current investigation intended to synthesize an
oxadiazole derivative and investigate it performance as a
corrosion inhibitor for mild steel in 1 M HCl solution
utilizing weight loss and scanning electron microscopy
techniques. The results were researched with different
adsorption parameters. The conservative layer formed on the
mild steel surface was described by SEM. Moreover, to
realize the relation between the structure of PMO molecule
and its inhibition performance, theoretical parameters
namely energy gap (ΔE), highest occupied molecular orbital
(HOMO), lowest unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO),
global hardness (η), softness (σ), absolute electronegativity
(χ) and the fraction of electrons transferred (ΔN) and the
dipole moments (μ) were calculated and investigated.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

2.1. Materials.
All the chemicals and solvents used were of analytical

grade and utilized without further purification and were
purchased from either Merck or Sigma Aldrich. Fourier-
transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) spectrum was
recorded utilizing a Shimadzu 8300 spectrometer. Nuclear
magnetic resonance spectroscopy (NMR) was conducted
with an AVANCE III 600 MHz spectrometer (Bruker,
Billerica, Massachusetts, United States of America), with
dimethyl sulfoxide as the internal standard. The delta values
were expressed in ppm.

2.2. Synthesis of Corrosion Inhibitor.
The synthesis of the 5-(4-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)phenyl)-2-

mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazole (PMO), was carried out through
two steps. The first step was to synthesis 4-(1H-pyrrol-1-
yl)benzohydrazide  (2) through the reaction of a

condensation reaction between ethyl 4-(1H-pyrrol-1-
yl)benzoate (1) and access of hydrazine hydrate in absolute
ethyl alcohol for 5 h, given as Scheme 1, and recrystallized
from ethyl alcohol to produce yellow crystals. Yield 61, MP
181-183 oC. The second step was to the synthesis of 5-(4-(1H-
pyrrol-1-yl)phenyl)-2-mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazole which was
achieved by the dissolved of compound (2)  within access
ethanolic KOH. The resulting mixture was refluxed with
carbon disulfide for 12 hours, followed by the addition of
distilled water to the reaction mixture. The cooled solution
was filtered and neutralized with drops of HCl, and
recrystallized from benzene to produce a yellow crystal.
Yield 67, MP 208-211 oC.  FT-IR (cm-1): Mercapto group at
2782 and azomethine group at 1623. Proton NMR (DMSO-d6
in ppm): 7.83-7.42 (m, aromatic proton), 6.44 (s, 1H, C-H
heterocyclic ring ). Carbon NMR (DMSO-d6) 171.14, 144.09,
128.33, 120.83, 123.51, 115.77 and 111.03.

2.3. Solutions.
The hydrochloric acid (37% analytical grade) solution

was used and diluted with distilled water. The inhibitor
concentrations which used were 0.001, 002, 0.003, 0.004 and
0.005 M in 1 M HCl.

2.4. Mild steel coupons.
The composition of the mild steel coupons is as follows

(weight percentage): carbon, 0.210; manganese 0.050; silicon
0.380; aluminum 0.010; sulfur 0.050; phosphorus 0.090;
balance iron. Mild steel pieces were mechanically cut into 4.5
cm × 2.5 cm × 0.025 cm specimens for gravimetric techniques.
The surface of the mild steel specimens was abraded with
emery papers and washed with acetone and double-distilled
water.

2.5. Weight loss techniques.
Mild steel specimens were immersed in the acid solutions

for 1, 3, 5, 10, and 24 h, and the inhibitor concentrations used
were ranged 0.001-0.005 M at 303 K. After the exposure times
the coupons were removed, washed with deionized water,
and acetone, and then dried for 2 hours in the oven at 150 oC.
All experiments were repeated three times and relative
weight losses of the coupons were utilized to compute the
%IE. The experiments were repeated with various
concentrations of the inhibitor at different temperatures (303,
313, 323, and 333 K) for 5 h as immersion time.

The corrosion rate (CR) was evaluated using equation (1):

𝐶𝑅(
𝑚𝑚
𝑦𝑒𝑎𝑟) =

87.6𝑊
𝑎𝑡𝐷                                (1)

where W is weight loss, a is surface area of the mild steel
coupon, t is exposure time, and D is the density of the mild
steel (𝑔 𝑐𝑚−3).

%𝐼𝐸 =
𝑤𝑜 − 𝑤𝑖

𝑤𝑜
× 100                          (2)

𝜃 =
𝑤𝑜 − 𝑤𝑖

𝑤𝑜
                                            (3)

where 𝑤𝑜 and 𝑤𝑖 are the weight loss value in the absence and
presence of the PMO.
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Scheme 1. The synthesis rout of PMO

Figure 1. Corrosion rate and inhibition efficiency-time curves for the mild steel dissolution in the absence and presence of various
concentrations of PMO molecules at 303 K.

2.6. Surface Analysis.
The SEM analysis was achieved by using the TM1000

Hitachi Tabletop Microscope. In SEM images, the coupons
were immersed in the corrosive solution in the absence and
presence of PMO as corrosion inhibitor at the concentration
of 0.005 M and 5 h as immersion time.

2.7. Quantum Chemical Calculations.
The optimized molecular structure of the PMO molecule

was geometrically by the DFT method with the 6-31+G(d,p)
basis set. Gaussian 09 software was used. The quantum
electronic parameters of the most stable conformers were
calculated of the DFT. HOMO, LUMO, ΔE, η, σ, χ, and ΔN
were calculated using equations (4-8) [29,30].

∆𝐸 = 𝐸𝐻𝑂𝑀𝑂 − 𝐸 𝐿𝑈𝑀𝑂                          (4)

𝜂 = −
𝐸𝐻𝑂𝑀𝑂 − 𝐸 𝐿𝑈𝑀𝑂

2                          (5)

𝜎 =
1
𝜂                                                          (6)

𝜒 = −
𝐸𝐻𝑂𝑀𝑂 + 𝐸 𝐿𝑈𝑀𝑂

2                          (7)

∆𝑁 =
𝜒𝐹𝑒 − 𝜒𝑖𝑛ℎ

2(𝜂𝐹𝑒 + 𝜂𝑖𝑛ℎ)                              (8)

where χFe and ηFe were 7 eV/mol and 0 eV/mol,
respectively.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Synthesis of the inhibitor
PMO has been synthesized starting from ethyl 4-(1H-

pyrrol-1-yl)benzoate which converts to acid hydrazide
through the reaction with hydrazine. Acid hydrazide
cyclized with carbon disulfide to produce PMO as a new
corrosion inhibitor. Scheme 1, represents the sequence of the
synthesis.

3.2. Weight Loss Measurements.

3.2.1. Effect of concentration
The mild steel corrosion rate was evaluated according to

weight loss techniques in 1 M hydrochloric acid at 303 K in
the absence and in the presence of PMO as a corrosion
inhibitor. The experimental results are demonstrated in
Figure 1.  From these findings, a significant reduction in
weight loss was recognized with the increase in PMO
concentration at 303 K. For instance, in the HCl solution,
without the addition of PMO, the mild steel corrosion rate
was 9.85 mm/y, which decreased to 1.94 mm/y in presence
of 0.005 M PMO at 303 K and 10 h as immersion time. The
effect of PMO concentration on corrosion rate and inhibition
performance of mild steel in 1 M hydrochloric acid solution
was first investigated. Figure 1 shows this activity in the
presence of different PMO concentrations in 1 M
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hydrochloric acid over a range of immersion times (1, 5, 10,
24, and 48 h). Figure 1 shows that as the concentration of
PMO was increased, the efficiency of inhibition increased at
303 K. As a result of this action, the amount of inhibitor
adsorption and coverage on mild steel surfaces increases as
the inhibitor concentration rises.

The results of Weight Loss Measurements for mild steel
coupon in a hydrochloric acid environment in the presence
and absence of PMO are demonstrated in Figure 1. It is an
important way to improve the effect of inhibition
effectiveness by increasing the concentration of the corrosion
inhibitor as shown in Figure 1. The results of the tests
obtained indicated that increasing the concentration of the
corrosion inhibitor reduces the corrosion rate of mild steel
and that the inhibition efficiency increases with increasing
the concentration of the corrosion inhibitor, as shown in
Figure 1. The used inhibitor PMO shows an inhibition
efficiency of up to 95%, at the optimum utilized
concentration (0.005 M). Moreover, the good inhibition
performance is due to the bonding of molecules with the
surface of the mild steel, because the inhibitor molecules
have many heteroatoms such as nitrogen, oxygen and sulfur.
Moreover, the higher efficiency of the PMO molecules is
attributed to the presence of aromatic rings, and the
resonance effect. In a corrosion inhibitor molecule, the
presence of a phenyl ring and a pyrrole ring increases the
electron density in the active centers, which facilitates the
interaction of this inhibitor with the surface of the mild steel.
The weight loss of mild steel coupons was evaluated after
various immersion times (1, 5, 10, 24, and 48 h) at (303 K) the
results are shown in Figure1. The experimental findings
revealed that the presence of PMO suppressed the corrosion
rate of the mild steel coupons in 1 M hydrochloric acid
environment. The inhibition efficiency was noted to increase
when increasing the PMO concentration as demonstrated in
Figure 1, and decrease after 24 h, of exposure time. This can
be attributed to the adsorption of PMO molecules on the
surface of mild steel and after 24 h, the PMO molecules were
desorption from the steel surface. The adsorption reduces the
mild steel dissolution by blocking the sites of corrosion and
hence reducing the weight loss while increasing the
inhibition efficiency as the concentration of the PMO
increases.

3.2.2. Effect of Time
Time is a significant parameter when describing the

corrosion inhibitor. To evaluate the stability of the
adsorption rate of the tested inhibitor molecules, exposure
time investigations were conducted in a 1 M hydrochloric
acid solution. The immersion time range was 1, 5, 10, 24, and
48 h. The results demonstrated in Figure 1 indicate the
influence of exposure time on the inhibition efficiency of
PMO as a new corrosion inhibitor. The highest inhibitive
efficiency was achieved at 5–10 h, as the early times of
exposure. This result was because of prompt adsorption of
PMO molecules onto the surface of mild steel due to the
highest number of inhibitor molecules that block the surface
of the metal from the corrosive solution. After 24 h of

exposure, the inhibition efficiency decreased. The decrease in
inhibitive efficiency was imputed to the desorption of the
PMO molecules onto the surface of mild steel. In addition,
the corrosion rate was increased with immersion time
increase. This fact can be explained according to adsorption
theory. When PMO molecules onto the surface of mild steel
were desorbed, mild steel was exposed to the hydrochloric
acid solution, thereby increasing the contact of a mild steel
surface/corrosive environment, which results in the
dissolution of metal. Furthermore, the corrosion rate
increases with increasing exposure time, which was imputed
to a low number of PMO molecules in a corrosive
environment to control or reduce the dissolution of metal; it
is obvious that after PMO molecules were desorbed, they
turned inefficient and thus did not participate in the
inhibitive approach.

3.2.3. Effect of Temperature
Weight loss measurements of mild steel were performed

in an environment of 1.0 M of hydrochloric acid in an
optimum exposure time (5 h) in the presence of the tested
corrosion inhibitor and at concentrations of (0.001, 0.002,
0.003, 0.004, and 0.005 M) at different temperatures (303-333
K). Figure 2 shows the corrosion rate and efficiency at the
immersion time (5 h) at different temperatures (303-333 K).
The corrosion rate and inhibition efficiency values of the
PMO as an investigated corrosion inhibitor are shown in
Figure 2. From Figure 2, it is evident that at a constant
temperature, the corrosion rate value was reduced while the
inhibition efficiency was increased with the increase of PMO
concentration. This can be attributed to the increased
absorption coverage of the PMO molecules on the mild steel
surface in its concentrations, which reduces the dissolution
rate of mild steel. Thus, PMO is an excellent inhibitor of the
corrosion of mild steel in the solution of 1.0 M hydrochloric
acid under the optimum conditions of temperature (303 K)
and exposure time. On the other hand, as the temperature
increased at various inhibitor concentrations, and constant
time (5 h) the value of corrosion rate increase and the
inhibition efficiency was decreased. In this context, Figure 2
illustrates the change in the corrosion rate as well as the
inhibition efficiency of the PMO as a tested corrosion
inhibitor with different concentrations at various
temperatures. This behavior can be attributed to the
acceleration of the reaction of hydrogen evolution in a
hydrochloric acid environment with the increase in
temperature, thus reducing the absorption of the inhibitor.

3.3. Adsorption Isotherm
The tested inhibitor was set to be an excellent inhibitor

against the corrosion of mild steel in a 1.0 M hydrochloric
acid environment. PMO molecules have heteroatoms atoms
(S, O, and N), as well as heterocyclic (pyrrole and oxadiazole)
and phenyl rings, which can be absorbed onto the surface of
mild steel to form a protective layer. This layer can be created
by one of the adsorption modes listed below [31]:
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Figure 2. Corrosion rate and inhibition efficiency-Temperature
curves for the mild steel dissolution in the absence and
presence of various concentrations of PMO molecules at
immersion time (5 h).

1. Physical adsorption of PMO molecules on mild steel
surface due to the electrostatic attraction between the
protonated sites of the PMO molecules (in the hydrochloric
acid environment) and the charged surface of mild steel.

2. Chemical adsorption by forming coordination bonds
between the unoccupied d-orbital of Fe atoms and the
electron pairs of the sulfur, oxygen, and nitrogen atoms.

3. Coexistence of the two adsorption mechanisms.
Plots of fractional surface coverage (Cinh/) against

inhibitor concentrations (Cinh) at different temperatures
were used to investigate the best-fit adsorption isotherm
(Langmuir, Temkin, Freundlich, or Frumkin type) of the
tested inhibitor.  Figure 3, shows straight lines with
approximately unit slope, indicating that the studied
inhibitors adsorb on the metal surface obey Langmuir
adsorption isotherm as in equation (9) [32]

𝐶𝑖𝑛ℎ

𝜃 =
1

𝐾𝑎𝑑𝑠
+ 𝐶𝑖𝑛ℎ                                           (9)

where Kads is the equilibrium constant.
Figure 3, demonstrates that the 𝐾𝑎𝑑𝑠value is a high which,

referring to potent adsorption of the PMO molecules on the
surface of mild steel at 303 K, on the other hand at higher
temperature, the adsorbed molecules tend to desorb from the
surface of mild steel. The adsorption free energy (∆𝐺𝑎𝑑𝑠

𝑜 ) was
evaluated according to equation (10) [33]

(∆𝐺𝑎𝑑𝑠
𝑜 = −𝑅𝑇 ln(55.5𝐾𝑎𝑑𝑠)                                 (10)

The calculated value of ∆𝐺𝑎𝑑𝑠
𝑜  for the PMO as an

investigated inhibitor at 303 K is 36.87 𝑘𝐽 𝑚𝑜𝑙−1. The higher
value of ∆𝐺𝑎𝑑𝑠

𝑜  for the PMO demonstrating that the PMO
molecules adsorbed potently on the coupon surface in the

Figure 3. Langmuir adsorption isotherm for: PMO as corrosion
inhibitor for mild steel in. 1.0 M hydrochloric acid environment

HCl solution. This matches the inhibition effectiveness value
of the investigated corrosion inhibitor calculated using the
weight loss method. The obtained ∆𝐺𝑎𝑑𝑠

𝑜   value, on the other
hand, was around 40 𝐾𝐽𝑚𝑜𝑙−1, implying that the adsorption
of the investigated corrosion inhibitor on the coupon surface
was primarily physical [34].

3.4. Surface Characterization
Figure 4 shows SEM images of the mild steel surfaces

coupons in 1.0 M hydrochloric acid solution free of PMO and
in the presence of PMO (a and b). After a 5-hour immersion
in 1.0 M hydrochloric acid, Figure 4(a) shows a coupon of
mild steel surface that has been severely damaged by
immersion in hydrochloric acid solution. SEM image after
adding 0.005 M PMO to the 1.0 M hydrochloric acid solution
is demonstrated in Figure 4(b).

The mild steel surface was smooth and free from pits. It
can be concluded that the corrosion rate is less in the
presence of PMO molecules. These findings also support the
weight loss results and quantum chemical calculations.

3.5. Theoretical calculations
Theoretical studies are extremely useful for learning

more about the phenomenon of inhibition. The calculated
quantum chemical parameters EHOMO, ELUMO, ΔE, η, σ,
χ, and ΔN as well as Mulliken charges on the atoms, are
linked to an inhibitor's corrosion inhibition performance. The
optimization of the studied inhibitor molecules [35,36] will
reveal these parameters. These values aid in the prediction of
metal–inhibitor interactions. In this study, all of the quantum
parameters for PMO molecules were computed. The
theoretical calculations findings gained are displayed
in Table 1.
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Figure 4. SEM images of the mild steel coupon surfaces: (a) after 5 h exposure in 1.0 M hydrochloric acid environment without
addition of PMO, and (b) after 5 h exposure in 1.0 M hydrochloric acid environment with addition of 0.005 M of PMO.

Table 1. Calculated parameters for PMO Using DFT method
with the 6-31+G(d,p) basis set

Parameter Value
EHOMO (eV) -9.056 eV
ELUMO (eV) -2.707 eV
ΔE (eV) 6.349
η 3.174
σ 0.315
χ (eV) 5.881
ΔN 1.95
Dipole moment 2.4533

Figure 5 depicts PMO's optimized geometrical structure.
EHOMO and ELUMO, which are the inhibitor's frontier
molecular orbital energies, are responsible for their
reactivity. Figures 5 show the distributions of the frontier
molecule orbital density for PMO. Generally, EHOMO
represents the inhibitor's ability to donate electrons. The
EHOMO indicates the inhibitor's affinity for offering
electrons to suitable acceptor molecules, whereas the
ELUMO infers the metal's electron-accepting capacity.  The
lower the value of LUMO, the more likely the inhibitor will
accept electrons from the metal through back-donation. The
lower the value of the energy gap (E = ELUMO – EHOMO),
the better the molecule's inhibition performance [37]. Other
important factors that provide information about molecular
stability and reactivity include global hardness (η) and
softness (σ). A hard molecule has a large energy gap, while a
soft molecule has a small one. As a result, the high global
hardness (η) value and low softness (σ) value indicate a
higher corrosion inhibition efficiency [38].

PMO molecule (Figure 5), Table 1 demonstrates that the
ΔE value (6.349 eV) is high, and it is highly correlated with
the experimental findings. The softness (σ) and a fraction of
electrons transferred (ΔN) values for PMO are both high,

Optimized molecular structure

HOMO

LUMO
Figure 5. The optimized molecular structure, HOMO and
LUMO electron density distribution surfaces of PMO molecule.

while the hardness (η) value is low, corroborating the
experimental findings. PMO's EHOMO has a high value (-
9.056 eV), which is well supported by the experimental
results. The Mulliken charge evaluation is, helpful for
calculating inhibitor adsorption sites. The ability to be
adsorbed on the mild steel surface increases as the negatively
charged heteroatom becomes more negatively charged.
Higher negative Mulliken charges are found around the
oxygen, nitrogen, and some carbon atoms in PMO molecules,
indicating that these atoms are the sites for coordination of
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inhibitor molecules with d-orbital of iron. Table 2
summarizes the Mulliken allegations.
Table 2. Mulliken Charges of Heteroatoms PMO molecules

Atom Atom type Charges Atom Atom type Charges
O(1) O Furan -0.1385 C(10) C Alkene 0.1567

C(2) C Alkene -0.1318 C(11) C Alkene -0.1107

N(3) N Imine -0.0913 C(12) C Alkene 0.0296

N(4) N Imine -0.1246 N(13) N Pyrrole -0.199

C(5) C Alkene 0.0876 C(14) C Alkene -0.0106

S(6) S Thiol 0.2984 C(15) C Alkene -0.1161

C(7) C Alkene -0.0651 C(16) C Alkene -0.1172

C(8) C Alkene 0.012 C(17) C Alkene -0.0066

C(9) C Alkene -0.1109 H(18) H Thiol -0.0214

3.6. Mechanism of Corrosion Inhibition
In most cases, mild steel corrosion in a hydrochloric acid

environment is uniform. An attack on the mild steel coupon
occurs when it is immersed in a hydrochloric acid
environment, with the evolution of hydrogen gas and the
formation of iron ions (Fe2+).  The stages that follow have
been used to describe this mechanism [39],

The following equations show how anodic dissolution
works:

𝐹𝑒 + 𝐻+ + 𝑒− → 𝐹𝑒𝐻 (11)
𝐹𝑒𝐻 + 𝐹𝑒𝐻+ → 2𝐹𝑒 + 𝐻2 (12)
(𝐻2𝑂)𝑎𝑑𝑠 → (𝑂𝐻−)𝑎𝑑𝑠 + 𝐻+(𝑎𝑞) (13)
𝐹𝑒 + (𝑂𝐻−)𝑎𝑑𝑠 ⇆ ൫𝐹𝑒(𝑂𝐻)൯

𝑎𝑑𝑠
 + 𝑒− (14)

൫𝐹𝑒(𝑂𝐻)൯
𝑎𝑑𝑠

→ 𝐹𝑒𝑂𝐻− + 𝑒− (15)

𝐹𝑒𝑂𝐻− + 𝐻+ ⇆ 𝐹𝑒+2 + 𝐻2𝑂 (16)

In addition, the following equations show how cathodic
H2 evolution occurs:

𝐹𝑒 + 𝐹𝑒𝑎𝑑𝑠
+ ⇆ (𝐹𝑒𝐻+)𝑎𝑑𝑠 (17)

(𝐹𝑒𝐻+)𝑎𝑑𝑠 + 𝑒− ⇆ (𝐹𝑒𝐻)𝑎𝑑𝑠 (18)
(𝐹𝑒𝐻)𝑎𝑑𝑠 + 𝐻+ + 𝑒− ⇆ 𝐹𝑒 + 𝐻2 (19)

According to the weight loss findings which indicated
that the investigated inhibitor molecules act as a significant
inhibitor for the mild steel corrosion in a 1.0 M hydrochloric
acid environment [40], the adsorption of PMO molecules at
the metal/solution interface was used to explain the
mechanism of inhibition by the PMO molecules. The
adsorption process can be physical, chemical, or a
combination of the two adsorption types. The current
investigation's thermodynamic parameters indicated that the
nature of PMO molecule adsorption on a mild steel surface
in a hydrochloric acid environment was primarily chemical
and physical. The PMO molecules are excellent ligands that
can coordinate with iron and forming coordination complex
[41] on the steel surface, forming metal–inhibitor complexes
that act as a barrier to protect the mild steel from dissolution,
as demonstrated in Figure 6 and the equation below,

𝐼𝑛ℎ𝑎𝑑𝑠 + 𝐹𝑒++ → [𝐹𝑒++ − 𝐼𝑛ℎ. ]𝑎𝑑𝑠                         (20)

Figure 6. The suggested inhibition mechanism

CONCLUSIONS
In the current study, a new corrosion inhibitor namely, 5-

(4-(1H-pyrrol-1-yl)phenyl)-2-mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazole
(PMO), have been synthesized and fully characterized. The
inhibition efficiency of PMO molecules versus mild steel
corrosion n 1.0 M hydrochloric acid environment at various
temperatures (303-333 K) was studied by weight loss
techniques and scanning electron microscope. The
experimental findings confirmed that PMO acts as an
excellent inhibitor for mild steel corrosion in a 1 M
hydrochloric acid environment. The inhibition efficiency was
increased with the PMO concentrations, while it reduced
with increasing temperature. The SEM photographs revealed
that the PMO molecules covered a large area on the mild
steel surface. As a result, the high value of inhibition
efficiency of the PMO molecules is interpreted as strong
organic molecule adsorption on the surface of mild steel. The
isotherm adsorption was obeying the Langmuir adsorption.
The thermodynamic parameters suggested that the
adsorption nature was of the PMO molecules acted as a
coexistence of the two adsorption mechanisms (physical and
chemical). The inhibition mechanism of the PMO corrosion
of mild steel in HCl and its inhibition by the PMO was also
discussed.
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