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Religion, Worldviews, and Education is 
a scientific journal founded in 2021. The 
purpose of the publication is to support 
and promote wide-ranging and multidisci-
plinary research on religions, worldviews, 
and education. The editori al office re-
ceives articles and reviews related to the 
field. The publisher uses the peer- review 
label of the Federation of Finnish Learned 
Societies and undertakes to promote the 
principles of peer-review instructions. The 
journal is published online as an open 
access publication. The publisher is the 
Society for the Study of Religion, World-
views, and Education.
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kirjoittajat

TT MAARIT HYTÖNEN on Kirkon tutkimuskeskuksen tutkija. Hän on systemaatti-
sen teologian, erityisesti dogmatiikan dosentti.

TT ERIIKKA JANKKO on jumalanpalveluselämän ja yhteiskunnallisen työn hiippa-
kuntasihteeri Mikkelin hiippakunnan tuomiokapitulissa. Hänen tutkimusalueitaan 
ovat lapsiteologia ja sosiaalietiikka sekä erityisesti lapsen käsitteen käyttötapojen 
vaikutukset lapsen arvoon, toimijuuteen sekä teologisiin ja eettisiin käsityksiin lap-
sena olemisesta.

TT, YTM VESA NUORVA on Centria-ammattikorkeakoulun yliopettaja ja yhteisö-
pedagogikoulutuksen koulutusalapäällikkö. Hänen tutkimusalueitaan ovat erityi-
sesti kristillisen kasvatuksen teologiset ja eettiset kysymykset.

TT EVELIINA OJALA toimii Etelä-Sipoon aluetyön pappina Sipoon suomalaisessa 
seurakunnassa. Hänen tutkimusintressinsä kohdistuvat rippikouluun, jota hän on 
tutkinut sekä laadullisia että määrällisiä menetelmiä hyödyntäen.

TT, YTT HANNA SALOMÄKI on Kirkon tutkimuskeskuksen johtaja. Hänen tutki-
musalueitaan ovat erityisesti suomalainen uskonnollisuus ja uskonnolliset liikkeet.

FT, MuM, KM JENNI URPONEN työskentelee Mynämäen seurakunnan  kanttorina. 
Hänen tutkimusalueitaan ovat musiikkiorientoitunut uskonnonpedagogiikka ja hym - 
nologia.

KT SARI VIRKKALA on Centria-ammattikorkeakoulun  yhteisöpedagogikoulutuksen 
lehtori. Hänen vastuualueitaan ovat erityisesti kasvatusalaan liittyvä opetus sekä 
opinnäytetöiden ohjaus.
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ABSTRACTS

Hanna Salomäki
The conflict of tradition and individualization: Young adults and baptism

The occasional offices of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland have played 
a key role in the church’s interaction with Finns. Still, participation in the occasional 
offices has significantly declined: only 62% of children were baptized in 2019 (89% 
in 2000). The aim of this article is to analyse the role of religious ceremonies among 
young adults and reasons to baptize or not baptize one’s own child. The article is 
based on a survey which was sent to the parents of preschool children (0–6 years) 
(N=1036). It appeared that the main motives for baptism are related to tradition 
and custom. Various religious reasons emerged as having significant role for not 
baptizing: parents were not members of the church, did not feel connected to it or 
did not consider themselves believers. 

Eriikka Jankko
Baptism and religious upbringing in the light of the concept of the child

The aim of this article is to examine how the logically different meanings of the 
term “child” direct different conceptions of being a child, as well as conceptions 
of baptism and religious upbringing. Martin Luther’s ideas, that enlarge the use of 
concepts “gift” and “child”, are utilized to challenge the current discussion that high-
lights the child’s right to choose baptism and religious upbringing. The concept of 
the child refers both to age- and development-based conceptions and to biological, 
social and psychological relations of being a child. There are theological parallels 
between being a child on the social level and on the theological level related to 
baptism and upbringing.

Maarit Hytönen
Baptism as a Finnish experience and the subject of sermons

The article examines baptism considering the meanings and interpretations  given 
to it by Finns and Finnish preachers. The sermons collected from the Finnish 
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 Lutheran sermon database Digipostilla (KotimaaPro) are compared to Finns’ per-
ceptions of baptism, examining the differences and similarities in the conceptual-
ization of baptisms. The sermons were categorized as follows: communality, par-
ticipation in church activities, customs and traditions, obtaining a name, faith and 
following Jesus, the childhood of God, blessing and grace of God, and salvation 
and eternal life. Finns’ perceptions and the teachings concerning baptism were 
largely similar. The materials also complemented each other, as Finns emphasized 
baptism as an opportunity and sermons emphasized it as a task. While Finns em-
phasized baptism as an individual good performed by family, preachers concentrat-
ed on aspects of service, general priesthood and mission.

Vesa Nuorva
From completing baptismal initiation to accompanying on a life journey:  
The theology of confirmation in Finnish hymnals 1938–2016

This article systematically analyses the theological transition of confirmation hymns 
in Finnish hymnals published in 1938–2016. The article is structured chronological-
ly, to determine a line of development of hymn content over the period of 80 years. 
The idea of completing baptismal initiation, according to Pietism, appears in the 
confirmation hymns of the 1938 hymnal, although the subject has been  theologically 
controversial since the late 19th century. In later hymnals, the theme is replaced 
by the notion of confirmation as accompanying young people on their life journey. 
This theological transition can be argued by the theology of creation. The Lutheran 
World Federation expresses this calling in confirmation as an invitation to the life-
long journey of faith.
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